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T oday air pollution has 
become a serious global problem for every country in the world. However, a lot of people are not aware  of  it. Therefore, we need to consider what possible caus-es are and find out possible solutions for each.

To begin with, industries, power stations and motor vehicles are the major causes of air pollution by pro-ducing pollutants which can  not only destroy our environment but also damage our health. For example, a thick deadly cloud called ‘smog’ which was a combination of smoke and fog killed thousands of people in London in 1952.This situation would be prevented by reducing the amount of sulphur dioxide and nitrogen oxides produced by power stations and factories.
Moreover, another type of pollu-tion such as exhaust pollution which 

is caused by traffic congestion can affect our lungs severely. As a result, a lot of people living in urban areas are suffering from lung disease.The most important solution is to reduce the number of motor vehicles on the road. This would solve the prob-lem of traffic congestion as well as exhaust pollution. Another solution is to make smokeless zones by using smokeless fuels.
Besides, another type of pollu-tion is under-garbage fire releasing poisonous smoke. It broke out at a garbage dump in Hlinethayar and burned for several days, causing health hazards in nearby areas due to the smoke and carbon monoxide emitted by the fire. It is an under-ground fire caused by methane gas from the garbage. Smokes came out from the fire underneath.The most important solution is recycling  sever-

al tonnes of paper, metal and plastics so that we can avoid such kind of dump fire.
Last but not least, ozone pollu-tion which is caused by a reaction of exhaust fumes and sunlight has been a threat to us by causing lung irritation and damaging vegetation. An important suggestion is to fit a catalytic converter to the exhaust pipe of every motor vehicle.This converts exhaust fumes into fewer harmful gases.

All things considered, while air pollution has become an increasingly serious problem for every city in the world, a lot of people  are not still aware of it. Therefore, we need to ed-ucate the public on how to improve our atmosphere by accomplishing the above suggestions.

By Phyu Min
BA (English); Dip in ELTM;Dip in English.
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Union Minister U Thaung Tun meets with French 
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THE Government of My-
anmar held a high-lev-
el briefing on the case 

filed by the Gambia against 
Myanmar at the International 
Court of Justice concerning the 
alleged violations of the provi-
sions of the Convention on the 
Prevention and Punishment of 
the Crime of Genocide (Gen-
ocide Convention 1948). The 
briefing took place this morning 

at the Presidential Palace. 
Union Minister for the 

Office of the State Counsellor 
U Kyaw Tint Swe and Union 
Minister for International Co-
operation U Kyaw Tin briefed 
President U Win Myint, State 
Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi, Vice President U Henry 
Van Thio, Speakers and Vice 
Speakers of Pyithu Hluttaw and 
Amotha Hluttaw, Commander 

in Chief of the Armed Forces, 
Union Ministers, and Chief Min-
isters on Myanmar’s prepara-
tions to defend the application of 
the Gambia at the International 
Court of Justice. 

At the Briefing, the Union 
Minister for Office of the State 
Counsellor U Kyaw Tint Swe 
and Union Minister for Interna-
tional Cooperation U Kyaw Tin 
gave briefings on the recent de-

velopments in the international 
arena with regard to Myanmar, 
emphasising on the case insti-
tuted by the Gambia against 
Myanmar concerning alleged vi-
olations of the provisions of the 
Convention on the Prevention 
and Punishment of the Crime 
of Genocide (Genocide Conven-
tion) at the International Court 
of Justice.  Permanent Secre-
tary of the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs U Soe Han acted as the 
Master of Ceremony.

In his briefing to the Un-
ion-level dignitaries, the Union 
Minister for International Coop-
eration, U Kyaw Tin explained 
the purpose of the briefing stat-
ing that as the issue at hand 
is related to the high national 
interest of  whole country and 
all the people of Myanmar, 
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A high-level Briefing on recent developments 
on international arena with regard to 

Myanmar was held at the President Office
State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi will lead the defence team at The Hague

Union Minister for Office of the State Counsellor U Kyaw Tint Swe briefing on Myanmar’s preparations to defend the application of the Gambia at the International Court of Justice by the 
defence team led by State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. PHOTO: MNA


