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THE POISONS ACT,1919

ACTNO. XII OF 1919

ljrdSeptember, I9l9l
*An Act to consolidate and amend the law regulating

the importation, possession and sale of poisons.

WHEREAS it is expedient to consolidate and amend the law
regulating the importation, possession and sale of poisons;

It is hereby enacted as followsi

{'\

1.(l) This Act may be called, the Poisons Act, 1919. -.sffiil, *a

@ It extends to the whole of Bangladesh. a\\
2.(l) The Government may by rule regulate witffi)re' Powerofthe

whole oiany part of r[Bangladesh] the possession 
ftr@\] ana :";Ii#J""tt"

the sale, whether wholesale or retail, of any sneciK$bison. 
lfi:Ti:1";l,fT,

OOt anY Poison

@ In particular, and without or"jq&\o the generality
ofthe foregoing power, such rules ma;fu\ide for-

(a) the grant of licences.ft$Xsess any specified poison
for sale, wholesa[q@itail, and the fixing of the fee
(ifany) to be char$"d for such licences;

(b) the classqsrS"tsons to whom alone such licences
may bdgrh{ted;' , o\
.et\

..r\\-

^St'o
.  A \ '

.tS + Throughout this Act, except otherwise provided, the words "Bangladesh",
_(\)bovernment" and "Taka" were substituted, for the words "Pakistan", "Provincial

a O\ Government" or "Central Government" or "Central Government or by the Provincial
\ . ,  ^^-.^--^-.r  ^- i  n-.-^^^{ -^--^^r: . ,^r* L. ,  ^^^+:^- a ^^A a^.t  e^L6,. l , r la nf +ha E!anclar lpchGovernment" and "rupees" respectively by section 3 and 2nd Schedule of the Bangladesh

Laws (Revision and Declaration) Act, 1973 (Act No. VIII of 1973).
I'The word "Bangladesh" was substituted, for the words "the tenitories under its

administration" by section 3 and 2nd Schedule of the Bangladesh Laws (Revision and
Declaration) Act, 1973 (ActNo. VIII of 1973).
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(c) the classes of persons to whom alone any such
poison may be sold;

(d) the maximum quantity of any such poison which
may be sold to any one person;

(e) the maintenance by vendors of any such poison of AS'
registers of sales, the particulars to be entered in 

\8"such registers, and the inspection of the same; 
^.,$

(0 the safe custody of such poisons and the labfig$df"
the vessels, packages or coverings in which a\SYuch
poison is sold or possessed for sale; *4.(91.

(e) the inspection and examination o1[ftft]1-sh poison
when possessed for sale by any sqcptndor.

Powerto 3. The Government may. bv notifrf,$)n in the official

liiTlrl6o","r" Gazette, prohibit, except il;t 
-t{dS;cordanoe 

with the
Bahgladesh of conditions of a licence, the impo44$)t into Bangladesh across
anypoison any customs frontier definedq\$/the Govemment of any
except under specified poison, and m@&t rule regulate the grant of
licence 

licences. 
3f- 

---- --e-

Powerto 4.(1)The Govffiaent may by rule regulate the
regulate ^ -Frined poison in any local area in whichpoit"ition or 

possesslon oI anKli$

any po$on m the use of sq,c{{plson for the purpose of committing murder
certain areas or mischief $fpoisoning cattle appears to it to be of such

frequen$punence as to render restrictions on the possession
therqu{ldsirable.

^1Q)l In making any rule under sub-section (l), the

. (*d$**'ilffi1,il1'-*-:"T# ;:1,:ff n, $T:J *:1, :;
\\- one year, or with fine which may extend to one thousand' 

. Or' Takq or with both, together with confiscation of the poison in

\r\- respect of which the breach has been committed, and of the

iSE 
vessels, packages or coverings in which ttre same is found.

_;Q\resumprion as 5. Any substance specified as a poison in a rule made
C Pt to specified or notification issued under this Act shall be deemed to be av' poisons 

poison for the purpose of this Act.
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6.(l) Whoever- penalty for

(a) commits a breach of any rute made under section 2, or lllffilon. 
"r".(b) imports without a licence into Bangladesh across a

customs frontier defined by the Government any
poison the importation of which is for the time being
restricted under section 3, or

(c) breaks any condition of a licence for the importation N
ofany poison granted to him under section 3,

shall be punishable,-

1- . \
/ t

--{b\
(i) on a first conviction, with imprisonment for a .g.fr\-

term which may extend to three months, or wittq$-
fine which may extend to five hundred TakqdI\

ithboth, and 
^g) 

t

(ii) on a second or subsequent convlgt@)-with
imprisonment for a term which.m&\xtend to
six months, or with fine whigl$$ extend to
one thousand Taka or withQl{.}'

(2) Any poison in respect of whiqhtl offence has been
committed under this section, toggtlCIi with the vessels,
packages or coverings in which$etvsame is found, shall be
liable to confiscation 

Npt'
7,(l) The Districtro$v{igistrate, t[ttt" sub-divisional power to issue

. Magistrate ild, in_ ilb-Metropolitan Area], the police search warrants
Commissioner], mayASsV u *u.runt for the search of any place
in which he has_tre.{sYn to believe or to suspect that any poison
is possessed-q+bld in contravention of this Act or any rule
thereunden($tfrat any poison liable to confiscation under this
Act islgq$bi concealed.

.'RQ'
\\^

r\\ '

- ,$\ 
t The words and commas "the Sub-divisional Magistate and, in the Dacca

C y' Metropolitan Area, the Police Commissioner" were substittited, for the words "and thev Sub-divisional Magistrate" by the Schedule of the Dhaka Metropolitan police
(Amendment) Ordinance, 1976 (Ordinance No. LXIX of 1976).' The words "a Metropolitan Area" were substituted, for the words "the Dacca
{1qop_olitan Area" by the Schedule III ofthe Chittagong Metropolitan police Ordinance,
1978 (OrdinanceNo. XLVIII of 1978).
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Rules

Savings

@ The person to whom the warrant is directed may
enter and search the place in accordance therewith, and the
provisions of the Code.of Criminal Procedure, 1898, relating
to search warrants shall, as far as may be, be deemed to apply
to the execution ofthe warrant. 

"1fS.(l) In addition to any other power to make rutes$K
hereinbefore conferred the Government mav make rulehY

ffillt 
to carry out the purposes and objects 

"f 
tqdh*D

.-<b.
@ Every power to make rules conferrtg$f this Act

shall be subject to the condition of the rules 
\!E 

made after
previous publication. 

.d\
(3) All rules made by the 21*,|$Ycou"tnment under

this Aot shall be published in theqffipYal Gazette and on such
publication shall have effect asfficted in this Act.

9.(l) Nothing in tf,is..Q?in any licence granted or rule
made thereunder shall^q$frd to, or interfere with, anything
done in good faith igtftLercise of his profession as such by
a medical or vetqti6& practitioner.

.c+-
@ No$,hf,standing anything hereinbefore contained,

the Goyg$nent may by general or sqlcial order declare that
all onqP.f the provisions of this Act 31* * *l shall be deemed

t \ lr:(Jo bpply to any article or class of articles of commerce
,..g,|qiinea in such order, or to any poison or class of poisons

:r%\seA for any purpose so specified.
a*pnt"o 

for any purpose so specified.

and 2nd Schedule of the Bangladesh Laws (Revision and Declaration) Act, 1973 (Act
No. VIII of 1973).

3 The words and figure "except section 3" were omitted by section 3 and 2nd
Schedule of the Bangladesh Laws (Revision and Declaration) Act, 1973 (Act No. VIII of
r973).

\., Y/
y$The words and figure "except section 3" were omitted by section 3 and 2nd
\\; ,

Aune-adule of the Bangladesh Laws (Revision and Declaration) Act, ilZ: lect No. VIII of

_ \ l  I
gil The words "Central Government or by the Provincial" were omitted by section 3
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(3) tphe Government] may, by general or special order,
either wholly or partially-

(a) exempt from the operation ofany such rules, or

(b) exclude from the scope of the exemption provided by -"S
sub-section (l)' 

^s\p.*
any person or class of persons either generally or in respect of ,'-Q}'-\r-any poisons specified in the order. 

. r(_\

10. fRepeated by the Repealing Act, 1927 (Act No.X//r$d
te27).1 f\r-

^9'',
".Ot

-*"F
. Qb\\

.isr_
. "B-.cs"

\$"

I The words "The Government" were substituted, for the words "The authority on
which any power to make rules under this Act is conferredu by section 3 and 2nd
Schedule of the Bangladesh Laws (Revision and Declaration) Act, 1973 (Act No. VIII of
r973).
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The Poisons Act,  1919.ACT NO. 1Z OF 1919 1"

[3rd September, 1919.]

An Act to consolidate and amend the law regulating the importation, possession and sale ofpoison$ 2**.

WHEREAS it is expedient to consolidate and'amend the law regulating the importation,
possession and sale of poisons 3*"* ; lt is hereby enacted as follows:-

l.Short litle and extent.

1. Short title and extent. (1) This Act may be called the poisons
Act, 1919.3'[(2) lt extends to the whole of India:

Provided that it shall not apply to the State of Jammu and
Kashmir except to the extent-to which the provisions of this Act relate to the importalion into
India of any specified poison.l

2.Power of the State Government to regulate possession for sale and saleof any poison.

2. Power of the State Government to regulate possession for sale and sale of any poison. (1)
4**"The State Government may by rule regulate within the rvhole or any part of the territories
under its administration the possession for sale and the sale, whether wtrolesale or retail, of
any specified poison.

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, such rules
may provide for-

(a) the grant of licences to possess any specified poison for sale, wftolesale or retail, and
fixing of the fee
(if any) to be oharged for such ticencesl

(b) the classes of persons to whom alone such licences may be granted;

(c) the classes of persons to whom alone any such poison may be sold;

\- (d) the maximum quantity of any such poison which may be sold to any one p6rson;

(e) the maintenance by vendors of any such poison of registers of sales, the particulars to be
entered in such registers, and the inspection of the same;

(f) the safe custody of such poisons and the labelling of the vessels, packages or coverings
in v6ich any such poison is sold or posses$ed for sale; and

1. Extended to Laccadive, Minicoy and Amindivi lslands (w.e.f.
1-10.1967): vide Reg. I of 19S5, s. 3 & $ch. Extended to and brought inlo force in Dadra and
Nagar Haveli(w.e.f. 1-7€5) by Reg.
6 of 1963, s. 2 and $ch. I. Exlended to the Union territory of



Pondicherry by Act 26 of 1968, S. 3 and Schedule. Repealed in its application to Begary
OttttUJ by Mysore Act 14 of 1955.2. The words "throughout British Indiai' rep. by the A. O.
1918.3 Subs. by Act 47 of 1958, s. 2, for the former sub-section (2).
4. The words "subject to the control of the G.G. in C." rep. by the
A.o- 1937.24.(g) the inspection and examination of any sueh poison vrlren possessed for
sale by any such vendor.

3.Power to prohibh importation intc f ndia of any poison except underlicence.

3. Power to prohibit importation into lndia of any poison except under licence. The Central
Government may, by notification in the
Official Gazette, prohibil, except under and in accordance witb the conditions of a liconce,
the importation into 1"flndial 2t[across any customs fronlier 3* defined by the Central
Governmentl of any specified poison, and may by rule regulate the grant of licences.

4.Power to regulate possession of any poison in certain areas.

4. Power to regulate possession of any poison in ceftain areas.
(1) The State Govemment 4* may by rule regulale the possession of any specified poison in
any local area in which the use of such poison for the purpose of committing murder or
mischief by poisoning cattle appears to it to be of such frequent occurrence is to render
restrictions on the possession thereof desirable-

(2) ln making any rule under sub-section (1), the State
Government may direct that any breach thereof shall be punishable with imprisonment for a
term which may extend to one year, or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees,
or with both, together with confiscation of the poison in respect of which the breach haE been
committed, and of the vessels, packages or coverings in which the same is found.

S.Presumplion as to specified poisons.

5. Prezumption as to specified polsons. Any substance speclfied as a poison in a rule made
or notification issued under this Act shall be deemed to be a poison for the purposes of this
Act.

6.Penalty for unlawful importation, elc.

6. Penalty for unlavyful importation, etc. (1) Whoever-

(a) commits a breach of any rule made under section 2, or

(b) imports 5'without a licence 2"[into 1*[ndia] across a customs frontier 3* defined by the
Central Governmentl
any poison the importation of which is for the time being restricted under section 3, or

(c) breaks any condition of a ficence for the importailon of any poison granted to him under
section 3,



( . )

shallbe punishable,*

{i) on a first conviction, with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three months, or
with fine which may extend to five hundred rrlpees, or with both, and

1. $ubs" by Act 47 of 1958, s. 3, for "the States".
2. Ins. by the A, 0. 1937.3. For definition of the customs frontiers of India, see Gazette of
India, 1955, Pt. ll, Sec. 3, p. 1521.4. The words "subject to the control of the G-G. in C," rep.
by lhe
A.O. 1937.5. The words "into British India" rep. by the A.O. 1937.25.(ii) on a second or
subsequent conviction, with imprisonment for a term which may exlend to six months, or with
fine wtrich may extend to one thousand rupees, orwith both.

(2) Any poison in respect of which an offenco has been commilted under this section,
together with the vessels, packages or coverings in which the same is found, shall be liable
to confiscation.

T.Power to issue search warrants.

7. Power to issue search warrants. (1) the District Magistrate, the Sub-divisional- magistrate
and, in a presidency-town, the
Commissioner of Police, may issue a warrant for the search of any place in which he has
reason to believe or the suspect that any poison is possessed or sold in contravention of this
suspect that any poison is possessed or sold in contravention of this Act or any rule
thereunder, or that any poison liable to confiscation under this Act is kept or concealed.

(2) The person to whom the warrant is directed may enter and search the place in
accordance therewith, and the provisions of the
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (5 of 1898), relating to search-
warrants shall, as far as may be, be deemed to apply to the execution of the warrant.

8.Rules.

8. Rules. (1) In addition to any other power lo make rules hereinbefore conferred 1* the
State Govemment may make rules generally to carry out the purposes and objecb of this
Act 2"lexcept sectlon 3].

(2) Every power to make rules confened by this Act shall be subject to the condition of the
rules being mad€ efter previous publication.

(3) All rules made by the Central Government or by the State
Government under this Act shall be publi*hed in the 3.[Ofiicial
GazetteJ and on such publication shall have effect as if enacted in this Act.

4.[(4) Every rule made by the Central Govemment under this Act shall be laid, as soon as
may be after it is made, before each House of Parliament, while it is in session, for a total
period of thirty days which may be comprised in one session or in two or more successive
sassions, and if, before the expiry of the session immediately following lhe session or the
successive sessions aforesaid, both Houses agree in making any modlfication in the rule or
both Houses agree that the rule should not be made, the rule shall thereafter have effect



\

only in such modified form or be of no effect. as the €se may be; sa, however, that any
such modification or annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity of anything
previously done under that rule,

(5) Every rule made by the State Government under this Act shall be laid, as soon as may
be after it is made, before the $tate
Legislature.l

g.Savings.

9. Savings. (1) Nothing in this Act or In any llcence granted or rule made thereunder shall
extend to, or interfere with, anything done in good faith in the exercise of his profession as
such by a medical or veterinary practitioner.

(2) Notwithstanding anything hereinbefore contained, the State
Government may 5"'" by general or special order declare that all or any of the provisions of
this Act 2"lexcept section 3] shall be

1. The words "and subject to the conffol of the G. G. in C." rep. by the A. O. 1937.2. Ins.,
ibid.
3. Subs. by para. 4, ibid., for "Gazette of India or the local official Gazefte, as the case may
be ". $trictly the subslitution would read "Official Gazette or the Ofticial Gazette, as the case
may be" but the last nine words have been omitted aE b€ing obviously redundant.
4. Ins. by Act 4 of 1986, S. 2 and Sch. (w.e.f. 15.5.1986).
5. The words "in its discretion" rep., ibid.

26.deemed not to apply to any article or class of articles of commerce specified in such
order, or to any poison or class of poisons used for any purpose so specified.

(3) The authority on which any power to make rules under this Act is confened may, by
general or special order, either wholly or partially-

(a) exempt from the operation of any such rules, or

(b) exclude from the scope of the exemption provided by sub-section (1),

any person or class of persons either generally or in respect of any poisons specified in the
order.

10.Repeal of Act 1 of 1904.10. lRepeal of Act 1 of 1904.J Rep. by the Repealing Act,
1927.(12 ot 1s27).



, TI{E FOTSCINS ACT.

[INon Acr XIL lglg.l (3rd September, lgtg.)

1. {<

2. Q) The' President of the Union may by ruie regulate, within the
whoie orany part of the Union of Burma, the possessicn for sale and the
sale, whether wholesale or retail of any specified poison.' 

(2) In particular, ancl without irejudice to the generality of the fore-
going power, such rul,os may provide for-

(a) the grant of licences to pbssess any sperified poison for sale, whole-
sale or retail,.and the fixing of the fee (if any) to be charged
for such licences ;

(6) theclasses of persons to rvhom alone such licences may begranted;
(c) the classes of persons to.whom alone any such poison maybescld;
(d) the maximum quantity of any such poison which may be sold to

any one Persgn
(e) the maintenance by vendors of any such poison of registers of

sales, the particulars to be enterOd in such registers, and. the
inspection of the same;

(fl the safe custody of.such poisons and the labelling of the vessels,
packages or coverings in which any such poison is sold or
possessed for sale; and

k) tne inspection and examination of any such poison rvhen possessed' 
for sale by any such vendor.

3. The President of the Union may, by notification in the Gazette,
prqhibit, except under and in accordance with the conditions of a licence, the
importation "into the Union of Burma of any specified poison, and may by
rule regulate the grant of licences

Power of
President to
regulate
possessroir
for sale an{
sate of any
poison.

Power to
irohibit im-
portation
into the
Union of
Burrna'of
any poisoir
except u'rder
licence.
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4. (I) The President of the Union may by rule regulate the possession
of any specified poison in any local area in which'the use of such poison for
the purpose of cgmmitting Egurder or rqischief by poisoning cattle appears.to
him tb bl of such frequent occiii6nce ai to render restrictions on the posses-
sion t\ereof desirabie-

(2) In making any rule under sub-sectiou (7), the President of the Union
may direct that any breach thereof shall be punishable with imprisonment for
a term which may extend to one year, or wit[ fine which may extend to one
thousand rupees, or with both, together 'with'confiscation of tle poison in
respect of which the breach has been committed, and of the vessels, packages
or cov'erings in which the sane is fou.nd.

5. Any substance specified as a poison ina'rulemade or notification issued
under this Act shall be deemed to be a poison for the purposes of this Act.

, 6. (D Whoever-
(a) commits a breach of any rute made under section 2, or
(D) imports into the Union of Burma without d, Iicence any poison

the iiriportation of which is for the time being restricted under
section 3, or

(c) breaks any condition of a licence for the importation of any
poison granted to him under section 3,

shall be puishable,-
(i) on a first conviction, with imprisonment for a termwhich may extend

to three months, or vrith fine which may extend to five hundred
rupees, or with both, and

(ii) on a second or subsequent conviction, rvith irnprisonment for a
term which ryuy extend to six months, or with fine which may
extend to one thousand rupees, or with both.

(e) any poison in respect of which an offence has been committed under
this section, togethei with .th" vessels, packages or coverings in which the
same is found, shall be liable to confiscation.

7. (t) The District Magistrate aud the Subdivisional llagistrate may
issue a warrant for. the search of any place in which he has.reason to believe
or to suspect that any poison is possessed or sold in contravention of this Act
or any rule thereunder, or that any poison liable to confiscation under this
Act is kept or concealed.

(Z) tne Person tq whom the warrant is directed may enter and search
the place in accordance therewith, and the provisions of the Code of Criminal
Procedure relating to search-warrants shall, as far as may be, be deemed to
apply to the execution of the warrant.

S. (I) In additicn 'to any other power to make rules hereinbefore
conferred, the President of the Union may make rules generally to caffy out
the purpoges an{ objects of tbis Aqt'

P ower tci
re gulate
possession of
any poison
in certain
areas.

Presur'plion
as to
specified
poisons.

Penalty for
unlawful
importation'
etc.

Power to
issue search
warrants.
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(2) Every power to rnake rules conferied by this Act shall be subject to
the condition of the rules being made after previous publication.

(J) All rules made under this Act shall be published in the Gazettn
and on such publication shall have efiect as if enacted in this Act.

' 9. (I) Nothing in this Act or in'any licence granted or rule made there-
under shall extend to, or interfere with, anything done in good faith in the
exercise of his profession as sucl byp rnedical or'veterinary practitioner.

(2) Notrvithstanding 
'anything 'hereinbefore contained, the President of

![e Union may, by general or speciol order, declare t]rat all or any of the
provisions of this Act shall be- deemed uot to apply to any article or class of
articles of commerce specified in.such order, or to any poison or class of
poisons used for any purpose so specified.

(3) The authority on which any power to make rulcs undir this Act
is conferred may, by general or special order, either wholly or partially-

(a) exempt from the operation of any such rules, or
(D) exclude frorn the scope of the exemption provided by sub-section (r),

any person or class of persons either generally or in respect of any poisons
specified in the order.
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