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THE POISONS ACT, 1919
ACT NO. X1I OF 1919
[3rd September, 1919]

*An Act to consolidate and amend the law regulating
the importation, possession and sale of poisons.

WHEREAS it is expedient to consolidate and amend the law
regulating the importation, possession and sale of poisons;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1.(1) This Act may be called, the Poisons Act, 1919.
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(2) It extends to the whole of Bangladesh. ?\

N\
2.(1) The Government may by rule regulate wit ‘bhe
whole or any part of '[Bangladesh] the possession forGate and
the sale, whether wholesale or retail, of any speciﬁe@ison.

Q
(2) In particular, and without prejli‘@,e to the generality
of the foregoing power, such rules maéﬁha ide for-

(a) the grant of licencess’QSﬁossess any specified poison
for sale, wholes: etail, and the fixing of the fee
(if any) to be charged for such licences;
\

(b) the classes ersons to whom alone such licences

may b%gtrhﬂted;
&
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Power of the
Government to
regulate
possession for
sale and sale of
any poison

~
\\%* Throughout this Act, except otherwise provided, the words "Bangladesh",

0Q%’Govemmem" and "Taka" were substituted, for the words "Pakistan", "Provincial

Government" or "Central Government" or "Central Government or by the Provincial
Government" and "rupees" respectively by section 3 and 2nd Schedule of the Bangladesh

Laws (Revision and Declaration) Act, 1973 (Act No. VIII of 1973).

! The word "Bangladesh” was substituted, for the words "the territories under its
administration" by section 3 and 2nd Schedule of the Bangladesh Laws (Revision and

Declaration) Act, 1973 (Act No. VIII of 1973).
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Power to
prohibit
importation into
Bangladesh of
any poison
except under
licence

Power to
regulate
possession of
any poison in
certain areas
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APresumption as

to specified
poisons
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(c) the classes of persons to whom alone any such
poison may be sold;

(d) the maximum quantity of any such poison which
may be sold to any one person;

(e) the maintenance by vendors of any such poison of
registers of sales, the particulars to be entered in

such registers, and the inspection of the same; \‘b

(f) the safe custody of such poisons and the labe]i
the vessels, packages or coverings in which an§)such
poison is sold or possessed for sale; and \CD"

(g) the inspection and examination o &uch poison
when possessed for sale by any syc endor

3. The Government may, by notlﬁéa;%on in the official
Gazette, prohibit, except under and gt ‘accordance with the
conditions of a licence, the impo into Bangladesh across
any customs frontier define the Government of any
specified poison, and maQ(va rule regulate the grant of

licences.

4.(1)The @%em may by rule regulate the
possession of a cified poison in any local area in which
the use of sy % lson for the purpose of committing murder
or mischief poisoning cattle appears to it to be of such

frequent Qécurrence as to render restrictions on the possession
ther, sirable.

i36(2) In making any rule under sub-section (1), t

vernment may direct that any breach thereof shall be
punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend.to
one year, or with fine which may extend to one thousand
Taka, or with both, together with confiscation of the poison in
respect of which the breach has been committed, and of the
vessels, packages or coverings in which the same is found.

5. Any substance specified as a poison in a rule made
or notification issued under this Act shall be deemed to be a
poison for the purpose of this Act.
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6.(1) Whoever-
(@) commits a breach of any rule made under section 2, or

(b) imports without a licence into Bangladesh across a
customs frontier defined by the Government any
poison the importation of which is for the time being
restricted under section 3, or

(c) breaks any condition of a licence for the importation
of any poison granted to him under section 3,

shall be punishable,-

(i) on a first conviction, with imprisonment for a

term which may extend to three months, or with?\

fine which may extend to five hundred Taka\q)g
with both, and \‘b

Q

(ii) on a second or subsequent convi t@n, with
imprisonment for a term which.m&extend to
six months, or with fine whi%\r\hay extend to
one thousand Taka, or with :

(2) Any poison in respect of whic offence has been
committed under this section, togetlér with the vessels,
packages or coverings in which@t@ same is found, shall be
liable to confiscation. 0%

7.(1) The District >gistrate, '[the Sub-divisional
Magistrate and, in 2[@> Metropolitan Area), the Police
Commissioner], may-Jssife a warrant for the search of any place
in which he has e§ n to believe or to suspect that any poison
is possessed %l in contravention of this Act or any rule
thereunde ‘Q’{%hat any poison liable to confiscation under this
Actis @w concealed.

&
N
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Penalty for
unlawful
importation, etc.

Power to issue
search warrants

' The words and commas "the Sub-divisional Magistrate and, in the Dacca

Metropolitan Area, the Police Commissioner" were substituted, for the words "and the
Sub-divisional Magistrate" by the Schedule of the Dhaka Metropolitan Police

(Amendment) Ordinance, 1976 (Ordinance No. LXIX of 1976).

? The words "a Metropolitan Area" were substituted, for the words "the Dacca
Metropolitan Area" by the Schedule III of the Chittagong Metropolitan Police Ordinance,

1978 (Ordinance No. XLVIII of 1978).
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(2) The person to whom the warrant is directed may
enter and search the place in accordance therewith, and the
provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, relating
to search warrants shall, as far as may be, be deemed to apply
to the execution of the warrant. C“OQ\

Rules 8.(1) In addition to any other power to make rules {b§®
hereinbefore conferred the Government may make rule\sb
generally to carry out the purposes and objects of thi

1[***]_
. )
(2) Every power to make rules conferr (@‘this Act

shall be subject to the condition of the rules B%l made after
previous publication. &

(3) All rules made by the [* *Qﬁ’z} Government under
this Act shall be published in the al Gazette and on such

publication shall have effect as jfemacted in this Act.
Savings 9.(1) Nothing in this A¢ (Qf in any licence granted or rule
made thereunder shall d to, or interfere with, anything

done in good faith i & exercise of his profession as such by
a medical or vete.@ary practitioner.

(@) No’tg?lk standing anything hereinbefore contained,
the Govergment may by general or special order declare that
all or f the provisions of this Act >[* * *] shall be deemed
not~ta apply to any article or class of articles of commerce
8l cified in such order, or to any poison or class of poisons

) ’\é\xsed for any purpose so specified.

N
Faray
S
\&The words and figure "except section 3" were omitted by section 3 and 2nd
<@5dule of the Bangladesh Laws (Revision and Declaration) Act, 1973 (Act No. VIII of
\\ 73).
QQ 2 The words "Central Government or by the Provincial" were omitted by section 3
and 2nd Schedule of the Bangladesh Laws (Revision and Declaration) Act, 1973 (Act
No. VIII of 1973).
3 The words and figure "except section 3" were omitted by section 3 and 2nd
Schedule of the Bangladesh Laws (Revision and Declaration) Act, 1973 (Act No. VIII of
1973).
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(3) '[The Government] may, by general or special order,
either wholly or partially-

(a) exempt from the operation of any such rules, or

(b) exclude from the scope of the exemption provided by 6@
sub-section (1), Q{b
any person or class of persons either generally or in respect of Q)(b.Q
any poisons specified in the order.
L=

- >
10. [Repealed by the Repealing Act, 1927 (Act No. XII 0@
2y 1927).]
& N

! The words "The Government" were substituted, for the words "The authority on
which any power to make rules under this Act is conferred" by section 3 and 2nd
Schedule of the Bangladesh Laws (Revision and Declaration) Act, 1973 (Act No. VIII of
1973).







The Poisons Act, 1919.ACT NO. 12 OF 1919 1*

[3rd September, 1919,

An Act to consolidate and amend the law regulating the importation, possession and sale of
poisons 2***,

WHEREAS it is expedient to consolidate and amend the law regulating the importation,
possession and sale of poisons 3** ; It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1.Short title and extent.

1. Short title and extent. (1) This Act may be called the Poisons

Act, 1919.3*[(2) It extends to the whole of India:

Provided that it shall not apply to the State of Jammu and

Kashmir except to the extent to which the provisions of this Act relate to the importation into
India of any specified poison.]

2.Power of the State Government to regulate possession for sale and saleof any poison.

2. Power of the State Government to regulate possession for sale and sale of any poison. (1)
4™"The State Government may by rule regulate within the whole or any part of the territories
under its administration the possession for sale and the sale, whether wholesale or retail, of
any specified poison.

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, such rules
may provide for-

(a) the grant of licences to possess any specified poison for sale, wholesale or retail, and
fixing of the fee

(if any) to be charged for such licences:

(b) the classes of persons to whom alone such licences may be granted;

(c) the classes of persons to whom alone any such poison may be sold;

(d) the maximum quantity of any such poison which may be sold to any one person;

(e) the maintenance by vendors of any such poison of registers of sales, the particulars to be
entered in such registers, and the inspection of the same:

(f) the safe custody of such poisons and the labelling of the vessels, packages or coverings
in which any such poison is sold or possessed for sale; and

1. Extended to Laccadive, Minicoy and Amindivi Islands (w.e.f.

1.10.1967): vide Reg. 8 of 1965, s. 3 & Sch. Extended to and brought into force in Dadra and
Nagar Haveli (w.e.f. 1-7-65) by Reg. ;
6 of 1963, s. 2 and Sch. |. Extended to the Union territory of



Pondicherry by Act 26 of 1968, S. 3 and Schedule. Repealed in its application to Bellary
District by Mysore Act 14 of 1955.2. The words "throughout British India" rep. by the A. O.
1948.3. Subs. by Act 47 of 1958, s. 2, for the former sub-section (2).

4. The words “subject to the control of the G.G. in C." rep. by the

A.O. 1937.24.(g) the inspection and examination of any such poison when possessed for
sale by any such vendor.

3.Power to prohibit importation into India of any poison except underlicence.

3. Power to prohibit importation into India of any poison except under licence. The Central
Government may, by notification in the

Official Gazette, prohibit, except under and in accordance with the conditions of a licence,
the importation into 1*(India] 2*[across any customs frontier 3* defined by the Central
Government] of any specified poison, and may by rule regulate the grant of licences.

4.Power to regulate possession of any poison in certain areas.

4. Power to regulate possession of any poison in certain areas.

(1) The State Government 4* may by rule regulate the possession of any specified poison in
any local area in which the use of such poison for the purpose of committing murder or
mischief by poisoning cattle appears to it to be of such frequent occurrence as to render
restrictions on the possession thereof desirable.

(2) In making any rule under sub-section (1), the State

Government may direct that any breach thereof shall be punishable with imprisonment for a
term which may extend to one year, or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees,
or with both, together with confiscation of the poison in respect of which the breach has been
committed, and of the vessels, packages or coverings in which the same is found.

5.Presumption as to specified poisons.

5. Presumption as to specified poisons. Any substance specified as a poison in a rule made
or notification issued under this Act shall be deemed to be a poison for the purposes of this
Act. ‘

6.Penalty for unlawful importation, ete.

6. Penalty for unlawful importation, ete. (1) Whoever—

(a) commits a breach of any rule made under section 2, or

(b) imports 5* without a licence 2*[into 1*[India] across a customs frontier 3* defined by the
Central Government] :

any poison the importation of which is for the time being restricted under section 3, or

(c) breaks any condition of a licence for the importation of any poison granted to him under
section 3,




(3

shall be punishable,--

(i) on a first conviction, with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three months, or
with fine which may extend to five hundred rupees, or with both, and

1. Subs. by Act 47 of 1958, s. 3, for "the States".

2. Ins. by the A. O. 1937.3. For definition of the customs frontiers of India, see Gazette of
India, 1956, Pt. Il, Sec. 3, p. 1521.4. The words "subject to the control of the G.G. in C." rep.
by the

A.O. 1937.5. The words "into British India" rep. by the A.O. 1937.25.(iij) on a second or
subsequent conviction, with imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, or with
fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with both.

(2) Any poison in respect of which an offence has been committed under this section,
together with the vessels, packages or coverings in which the same is found, shall be liable
to confiscation.

7.Power to issue search warrants.

7. Power to issue search warrants. (1) the District Magistrate, the Sub-divisional- magistrate
and, in a presidency-town, the

Commissioner of Police, may issue a watrrant for the search of any place in which he has
reason to believe or the suspect that any poison is possessed or sold in contravention of this
suspect that any poison is possessed or sold in contravention of this Act or any rule
thereunder, or that any poison liable to confiscation under this Act is kept or concealed.

(2) The person to whom the warrant is directed may enter and search the place in
accordance therewith, and the provisions of the

Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (5 of 1898), relating to search-

warrants shall, as far as may be, be deemed to apply to the execution of the warrant.

8.Rules.

8. Rules. (1) In addition to any other power to make rules hereinbefore conferred 1*** the
State Government may make rules generally to carry out the purposes and objects of this.
Act 2*[except section 3].

(2) Every power to make rules conferred by this Act shall be subject to the condition of the
rules being made after previous publication.

(3) All rules made by the Central Government or by the State
Government under this Act shall be published in the 3*[Official
Gazette] and on such publication shall have effect as if enacted in this Act.

4*[(4) Every rule made by the Central Government under this Act shall be laid, as soon as
may be after it is made, before each House of Parliament, while it is in session, for a total
period of thirty days which may be comprised in one session or in two or more successive
sessions, and if, before the expiry of the session immediately following the session or the
successive sessions aforesaid, both Houses agree in making any modification in the rule or
both Houses agree that the rule should not be made, the rule shall thereafter have effect



&3

only in such modified form or be of no effect, as the case may be; so, however, that any
such modification or annuiment shall be without prejudice to the validity of anything
previously done under that rule.

(5) Every rule made by the State Government under this Act shall be laid, as soon as may
be after it is made, before the State
Legislature.]

9.Savings.

9. Savings. (1) Nothing in this Act or in any licence granted or rule made thereunder shall
extend to, or interfere with, anything done in good faith in the exercise of his profession as
such by a medical or veterinary practitioner. A

(2) Notwithstanding anything hereinbefore contained, the State
Government may 5*** by general or special order declare that all or any of the provisions of
this Act 2*[except section 3] shall be

1. The words "and subject to the control of the G. G. in C." rep. by the A. O. 1937.2. Ins.,
ibid.

3. Subs. by para. 4, ibid., for "Gazette of India or the local official Gazette, as the case may
be ". Strictly the substitution would read "Official Gazetie or the Official Gazette, as the case

_may be" but the last nine words have been omitted as being obviously redundant.

4. Ins. by Act 4 of 1986, S. 2 and Sch. (w.e.f. 15.5.1986).
5. The words "in its discretion” rep., ibid.

26.deemed not to apply to any article or class of articles of commerce specified in such
order, or to any poison or class of poisons used for any purpose so specified.

(3) The authority on which any power to make rules under this Act is conferred may, by
general or special order, either wholly or partially--

(a) exempt from the operation of any such rules, or
(b) exclude from the scope of the exemption provided by sub-section (1),
any person or class of persons either generally or in respect of any poisons specified in the

order.

10.Repeal of Act 1 of 1904.10. [Repeal of Act 1 of 1904.] Rep. by the Repealing Act,
1927 (12 of 1927).




THE PGISONS ACT.

[InDIA AcT XII, 1919.] (3rd September, 1919)
1. * £ * *
Power of 2. (1) The President of the Union may by rule regulate, within the

President {
s ° whole or any part of the Union of Burma, the possession for sale and the

regulate
possession  sale, whether wholesale or retail, of any specified poison.

- sﬁ‘fe;:;;d (2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the fore-
poison. going power, such rules may provide for—

(a) the grant of licences to pbssess any specified poison for sale, wholc-
sale or retail, and the fixing of the fee (if any) to be charged

for such licences ;
(b) theclasses of persons to whom alone such licences may be granted ;

(c) the classes of persons to.whom alone any such poison may besold ;
(d) the maximum quantity of any such poison which may be sold to
any one person ;
(¢) the maintenance by vendors of any such poison of registers of
y sales, the particulars to be enteréd in such reglsters, and, the
inspection of the same ;
(f) the safe custody of such poisons and the labelling of the vessels,
packages or coverings in which any such poison is sold or

- possessed for sale ; and
(g) the inspection and examination of any such poison when possessed

for sale by any such vendor.

Power to 3. The President of the Union may, by notification in the Gazette,
gg‘r’glﬁgn im- prohibit, except under and in accordance with the conditions of a licence, the
i3t the importation into the Union of Burma of any specified poison, and may by
Unionof  pyle regulate the ‘grant of licences.

Burina' of ;

any poison
_ except under

licence. ‘ 5
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4. (J) The President of the Union may by rule regulate the possession
of any specified poison in any local area in which the use of such poison for

the purpose of committing murder or mischief by p01son1ng cattle appears to

him to be of such frequent occurrence as to render restrictions on the posses-

sion thereof desirable.
(2) In making any rule undcr sub-section ¢1), the President of the Union

may direct that any breach thereof shall be punishable with imprisonment for

P ower to
regulate
possession of
any poison
in certain
areas.

a térm which may extend to one year, or with fine which may extend to one :

thousand rupees, or with both, together -with ' confiscation of the poison in
respect of which the breach has been committed, and of the vessels, packages
or coverings in which the same is found.

5. Any substance specified as a poison in arule made or notification issued
under this Act shall be deemed to be a poison for the purposes of this Act.

6. (I) Whoever—
(a) commits a breach of any rule made under section 2, or
(b) imports intc the Union of Burma without a licence any poison
- the importation of which is for the time being restricted under
section 3, or '
(c) breaks any condition of a licence for the importation of any
poison granted to him under section 3, :

shall be puishable.—

(i) on a first conviction, with imprisonment for a term which may extend
to three months, or with fine which may extend to five hundred
rupees, or with both, and

(i) on a second or subsequent conviction, with imprisonment for a
term which may extend to six ‘months, or with fine which may
extend to one thousand rupees, or with both.

(2) Any poison in respect of which an offence has been committed under
this section, together with the vessels, packages or coverings in which the
same is found, shall be liable to confiscation.

7. (1) The District Magistrate and the Subdivisional Magistrate may
issue a warrant for the search of any place in which ke has reason to believe
or to suspect that any poison is possessed or sold in contravention of this Act

Presumrption
as to
specified
poisons.

Penalty for
unlawful
importation,
etc.

Power fo
issue search
warrants.

or any rule thereunder, or that any poison liable to confiscation under this

‘Act is kept or concealed.

(2) The person to whom the warrant is directéd may enter and search :

the place in accordance therewith, and the provisions of the Code of Criminal

Procedure relating to search-warrants shall, as far as may be, be deemed to
apply to the execution of the warrant. :

8. (1) In addition .to any other power to make rules hereinbefore
conferred, the President of the Union may make rules generally to carry oyt
the purposes and objects of this Act. :

Rules.
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(2) Every power to make rules conferred by this Act shall be subject to
the condition of the rules being made after previous publication. :

(3) All rules made under this Act shall be published in the Gazette
and on such publication shall have effect as if enacted in this Act.

9. (1) Nothing in this Act or in any licence granted or rule made there-
under shall extend to, or interfere with, anything done in ‘good faith in the
exercise of his profession as such by a ‘medical or veterinary practitioner.

2) Notw1thstandmg (.nythmg hereinbefore contained, the President of
the Union may, by general or special order, declare that all or any of the
provisions of this Act shall be deemed not to apply to any article or class of
articles of commerce specified in such order, or to any poison or class of
poisons used for any purpose so specified.

(3) The authority on which any power to make rules under tlus Act
is conferred may, by general or special order, either wholly or partially— :

(a) exempt from the operation of any such rules, or
(b) exclude from the scope of the exemption provided by sub-section (1),

any person or class of persons either generally or in respect of any poisons

 specified in the order.




O C C WL B S C
SDmOG'J')S SD(D-BOGSO? BCSOCZD@ BOGS




2B5ep: 2a5p0E30d @5aoéoaé poes
(Joog 250l [(}éeooof:?cgo%emg PVE3OH 9 I )

0009 288 >GRroy ¢ qb

( Joog :géol c0eo5cl§oo 6 Qb )

on gjpvesd :BSepimaipoesal [ opd
posswy 63l gaeoqepdi ‘

N0 2Bogpimadpoes 0o Gi 0863 (J)ogé Clfeom
“ with fine which may extend to one thousand kyats,”
Baopl oo2:qdad “ with fine which may extend to five
hundred thousand kyats,” s%oaé om:q5@§ gam:o%:qeéu
oI 20ogpimadposs ¢8o B 9863 (o) opé-

()  0803cdd (o) § Cl§earn “ with fine which
may extend to five hundred kyats, " s3aop3
omo:qf)o% Wwith fine which may extend to
threé hundred thousand kyats , " Boogh
oom:qO[gé 2e0m:BiqepSi

(o) ¢803cdd () § Jl§ean “ with fine which
may extend to one thousand kyats, " s3oop3
00:q003 “ with fine which may extend to
five hundred thousand kyats .” Ba0pd
007:90(g¢ s202:Brqepdi

Yedecontoagm(§§eniteens § opbidsregspues

99 03|§8mcﬁgoseq:o§:$éll

: (6) B$:8%
, %86@035034303
@éemé?wgm@$m%8€:eoﬁ



