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State Counsellor addresses UMFCCI 
Centennial Celebration at MICC-II
STATE Counsellor Daw Aung San 

Suu Kyi addressed the Centen-
nial Celebration of the Union of 

Myanmar Federation of Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry (UMFCCI) held 
at the Myanmar International Conven-
tion Centre II (MICC-II) in Nay Pyi Taw 
yesterday morning.

In addressing the event State Coun-
sellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi said UM-
FCCI had 75 sister organizations and 
was established all over the country in 
states and regions covering all busi-
ness sectors. In international relations, 
it has signed 167 MoUs with chambers 
of commerce of various countries and 
business organizations cooperating for 
development of trade and investment.

In implementing UMFCCI’s aims 
and work processes it not only works 
hand in hand with development partners 
but also cooperates and works closely in 
public-private cooperation programmes 
for national economic development. The 
Government on its part had selected 
UMFCCI for its size, representation and 
international contacts as an organiza-
tion representing the private sector. It 
was expected to participate and work 

effectively in the country’s economic 
development processes.

As the private sector has been de-
termined to be the main driving force 
in the socio-economic development of 
the country, a Private Sector Develop-
ment Committee led by Vice President 
U Myint Swe was formed in October 
2016 to support the private sector in all 
work sectors. At the moment five work 
committees have been formed with rele-
vant union ministerial departments and 
state/region governments to coordinate 
the works and resolve difficulties faced 
by private businesses.

Setting aims and goals in all sectors 
for a country to develop economically 
would require financial investments, 
technical knowhow, human resources 
and basic infrastructures. 

There are limitations and con-
straints for the country’s government 
and private sector in jointly cooperat-
ing and fulfilling these requirements. 
Especially developing countries like  
Myanmar need a lot of  investments and 
technical knowhow. 

SEE PAGE-3

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi addresses the Centennial Celebration of Union of Myanmar Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.  PHOTO: MNA
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The Second Pyithu Hluttaw’s 
14th regular session held its 
sixth-day meeting at the Pyithu 
Hluttaw meeting hall yesterday 
morning. At the meeting aster-
isk marked questions raised 
were answered by Deputy Min-
ister for Natural Resources and 
Environmental Conservation 
Dr Ye Myint Swe while Pyithu 
Hluttaw Speaker U T Khun 
Myat informed the Hluttaw of 
receipt of three bills. Reports 
on the bills were also read and 
explained.

Asterisk marked ques-
tions

In the asterisk marked 
question and answer session, 
questions raised by Daw Yin Min 
Hlaing of Gangaw constituency 
on arrangements made to pre-
vent habitats for elephants from 
being destroyed from permit-
ting of coal mining in the area; 

PYITHU  HLUTTAW

AMYOTHA  HLUTTAW

Second Pyithu Hluttaw’s 14th regular session holds sixth-day meeting

THE second Amyotha Hluttaw 
held its 6th day meeting of 14th 

regular session yesterday, with 
raising asterisk questions and 
tabling a motion.

MP U Han Win Thein 
from Taninthayi constituency 
4 asked about upgrading the 
road between Khawzar town 
in Ye Townsip in Mon State and 
Paukpingwin village of Yebyu 
Township of Taninthayi into an 
inter-regional road.

Deputy Minister for Border 
Affairs Maj-Gen Than Htut re-
plied the road is only 6-ft wide 
and perennial plants such as 
rubber are gown by the locals 
along both sides of the road, 
and that there would need some 
negotiation with the owners of 
these plants for expansion of 
the road.

The local governments also 
need to submit details collect-
ed by the local officials on pro-
posed projects to the Ministry 
of Border Affairs.

MP Dr Win Myint from 
Bago Region constituency 11 
asked about the possible ban 
of low variety breeds of swine. 
Deputy Minister  for Agricul-
ture, Livestock and Irrigation 
U Hla Kyaw replied that a coor-
dination meeting to discuss im-
ports of swine is held quarterly 
in a year, and that the resolu-
tion of coordination meetings to 

Dr Tun Lin Maw of Kyangin con-
stituency on providing a water 
bowser truck to water saplings 
of a forest reserve in Kyangin 
Township and to construct a 

17,000 ft. long road; Daw Mi Kun 
Chan of Paung constituency on 
a plan for relevant ministry to 
conduct enquiry on the reason 
for a landslide in Paung Town-

ship; U Tun Tun Naing of Kani 
constituency on the issue of 17 
farmers’ land included in an ap-
plication for a mining right by a 
company; U Phone Myint Aung 
of DaikU constituency on a plan 
to upgrade timber extraction 
road in DaikU Township to a 
concrete road; U Khin Cho of 
Hlaingbwe constituency on sta-
tus of state/region wise bamboo 
planting and the government’s 
support toward those who want 
to plant bamboo; and U Thant 
Zin Tun of Dekkhinathiri constit-
uency on arrangements made 
to develop gem sale shop area 
were answered by Deputy Min-
ister for Natural Resources and 
Environmental Conservation Dr 
Ye Myint Swe.

Receipt of bills and re-
port on bills

Next, Pyithu Hluttaw Speak-
er U T Khun Myat announced 

the receipts of a bill amending 
Pyithu Hluttaw Election Law 
for the fifth time, a bill amend-
ing Amyotha Hluttaw Election 
Law for the fifth time and a bill 
amending State/Region Hluttaw 
Election Law for the fifth time. 
After the announcement of the 
receipt of each bill, Bill Com-
mittee members U Aung Sein, 
U Zaw Win and U Sai Tun Aye 
separately read and explained 
the committee’s report on each 
bill. And after each bill was read 
and explained, Pyithu Hluttaw 
Speaker announced for Hlut-
taw representatives who want 
to table amendment motions to 
register their names.

The seventh-day meeting 
of the 14th regular session of the 
Second Pyithu Hluttaw will be 
held on 25 November.—Aye Aye 
Thant (MNA)

(Translated by Zaw Min)

import only under-20 kilogram 
swine will be scrutinized to pre-
vent both the risks of public 
health and the interest of local 
swine breeders.  

MP Naw Christ Tun (a) Dr 
Ar Kar Moe from Kayin State 
constituency 7 asked to review 
opaque and unfair selection of 
trainees for the University for 
the Development of the Nation-
al Races of the Union and the 
colleges of Nationalities Youth 
Resource Development De-
gree. He also asked to favour 
under-developed ethnic areas 
in selections.

Deputy Minister for Border 
Affairs Maj-Gen Than Htut re-
plied the query.

MP U Khin Myo Win from 
Taninthayi Region constituency 
12 asked about taking back un-
used empty lands permitted to 
an oil palm company in Bokpyin 
Township in Taninthayi Region, 
and to provide legal assistance 
to the farmers who are facing 
lawsuits although they already 
have land use permits. 

U Aung Myo from Sagaing 
Region constituency 2 asked 
about reviewing on providing 
cash assistance to from the 
President’s special funds to the 
farmers who lost their crops 
due to natural disasters in 2019. 

These two queries were 
replied by Deputy Minister for 
Agriculture, Livestock and Ir-

rigation U Hla Kyaw.

Bill for amendment of Farm 
Land Law

Member of Amyotha Hlut-
taw Bill Committee Daw Kyein 
Ngaik Man read out to explain 
a bill for amendment of Farm 
Land Law sent back by the Py-
ithu Hluttaw with recommen-
dations.

Amyotha Hluttaw Speak-
er Mahn Win Khaing Than ap-
proved the bill in the version 
of Amyotha Hluttaw bill com-
mittee.

U Ba Myo Thein from 
Yangon Region constituency 5 
submitted a proposal to debate 
the controversies on the bill 
between the two Hluttaws at 
the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw. 

The Amyotha Hluttaw 
Speaker announced to submit 
the controversial bill to the Py-
idaungsu Hluttaw.

Then, the Amyotha Hlut-
taw Speaker announced for en-
listing the names of MPs who 
like to discuss the Myanmar 
Insolvency Bill sent back by 
the Pyithu Hluttaw with rec-
ommendations.

Reforestation programme
U Sa Khin Zaw Linn from 

Ayeyawady Region constitu-
ency 2 suggested the Union 
Government for training pro-

grammes and providing mod-
ern facilities and equipment 
for on capacity buildings for 
forest staff in States/Regions 
and promoting their functions 
and ethics with the financial 
and technical assistance of in-
ternational organizations such 
as World Bank, Asian Develop-
ment Band, World Wildlife Fund 
for reforestation in Myanmar.

The motion was discussed 
by the MPs.

MP Daw Shar Mu from 
the Kayah State constituency 
5 highlighted the importance 
of forest management, reforest-
ation and environmental con-
servation.

MP U Soe Thein also dis-
cussed providing equipment 
and facitlies to the forest staff, 
including road constructions in 
the forests, drones, installation 
of CCTVs, and establishment 
of public knowledge sharing 
centers near forest reserves. 

The motion was also dis-
cussed by MP Daw Shwe Shwe 
Sein Latt from Bago Region 
constituency 3 and Daw Lwei 
Zar from Kayah State constit-
uency 6.

The second Amyotha Hlut-
taw’s 14th regular session will 
convene its 7th day meeting on 
25 November.—Aung Ye Thwin

(Translated by Aung Khin)

Amyotha Hluttaw convenes 6th day meeting of 14th regular session

Amyotha Hluttaw Speaker Mahn Win Khaing Than.  PHOTO: MNA

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker U T Khun Myat.  PHOTO: MNA
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… work processes 
to remove 

administrative 
sluggishness 

and bottlenecks 
are being 

implemented to 
increase the pace 

of reforms.

FROM PAGE-1
That was why every country 

was competing in inviting foreign 
investments that would bring in 
investments and technical kno-
whow.

In the World Bank Ease of 
Doing Business Index for 2020 
published on 24 October 2019, 
Myanmar obtained 46.8 points. 
This was an increase of 3.3 points 
from last year’s 43.5. The ranking 
has also increased 6 positions 
from last year’s 171. Myanmar’s 
inclusion in the top 20 progress-
ing countries in Ease of Doing 
Business Index for 2020 was a 
significant result. Yet Myanmar 
would continue to strive harder. 
There was progress in five indi-
ces and this was the outcome 
of cooperation between the gov-
ernment and the private sector. 
These good results need to be 
maintained while efforts were 
required to be made in making it 
easier to do things in other work 
sectors and various other types 
of business.

Myanmar established a My-
anmar Sustainable Development 
Plan (MSDP) 2018-2030 in the 
year 2018. Goal 3 of MSDP was job 
creation and private sector-led 
growth. Policies and regulations 
were set for good businesses to 
develop and to include and use in 
a good administrative system. In 
addition to this, work processes to 
remove administrative sluggish-
ness and bottlenecks are being 
implemented to increase the pace 
of reforms.” 

Micro, small and medium en-
terprises (MSMEs) play a main 
role in creating jobs, national 
innovation, prosperity, poverty 
reduction and human resources 
development. For such an im-
portant sector to develop, works 

were conducted to assure its 
sustainable existence, partici-
pation and quality development. 
MSMEs on their part need to cre-
ate a conducive environment for 
investment to enter in order to 
change according to time and era, 
manage and face difficulties and 
to use new technologies.

Together with the MSDP, 
regional value chains for ASE-
AN integration, effective use of 
Cyber technology for connectiv-
ity among the peoples would be 
employed in Myanmar 4.0 to use 
modern systems including non-
cash payment systems, education 
for all and in obtaining news and 
information. As smart phone us-
age had passed 100 per cent in 
Myanmar, smart phones can be 
used in various works in our daily 
life. It was very satisfying to know 
of UMFCCI’s active participation 
in MSMEs development and es-
tablishment and development of 
Myanmar 4.0. As public-private 
cooperation was required for eco-
nomic development of the State, 
reform, development in digital 
economy and Myanmar business-
es expanding internationally, UM-
FCCI was expected to continue 
leading the private sector.

In conclusion, may the 

UMFCCI centennial ceremony 
create a bright future of all busi-
nesses in all of Myanmar. May 
UMFCCI’s relentless efforts and 
future work processes bring forth 
success. May it provide better 
and effective work plans to the 
State. May it strengthen the pri-
vate sector required for national 
economic development. Although 
it has been termed government 
and private sector, in the end it 
was all the people of Myanmar. 
Whatever works would not be 
successful without the people’s 
participation. UMFCCI was be-
lieved to continue its effort toward 
the development of the country 
and all the people living in it, said 
the State Counsellor.

Afterwards, the State Coun-
sellor, Pyithu Hluttaw Deputy 
Speaker, Amyotha Hluttaw Depu-

ty Speaker, Union Ministers, Un-
ion Attorney General, Nay Pyi 
Taw Council Chairman, Anti-Cor-
ruption Commission Chairman, 
UMFCCI patron, president and 
vice presidents, CEC member, 
EC members, advisers, local 
business persons, ambassadors 
and representatives of interna-
tional business organizations 
took a commemorative group 
photo.

UMFCCI was first estab-
lished in 1919 during the colo-
nial period. After the country 
gained independence in 1948, it 
became Union of Burma Cham-
bers of Commerce and Industry 
(UBCCI) until 1988. As the coun-
try moved towards market eco-
nomic system in 1989, it became 
the UMCCI and worked towards 
development of local businesses.

By 2014, as the State gave 
priority to the private sector for 
the country’s economic develop-
ment, the UMFCCI became an 
organization that led the private 
sector. 

Also present at the event 
were Pyithu Hluttaw Deputy 
Speaker U Tun Tun Hein, Amyo-
tha Hluttaw Deputy Speaker U 
Aye Tha Aung, Union Ministers, 
Union Attorney General, Nay Pyi 
Taw Council Chairman, Anti-Cor-
ruption Commission Chairman, 
Deputy Ministers, Nay Pyi Taw 
Council members, Hluttaw rep-
resentatives, Permanent Sec-
retaries, heads of department, 
UMFCCI Patron U Chit Khaing, 
President U Zaw Min Win and 
Vice Presidents, members and 
invited guests. — MNA      

(Translated by Zaw Min)

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi poses for a commemorative group photo together with local business persons, ambassadors and representatives of international business 
organizations at the UMFCCI Centennial Celebration in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.  PHOTO: MNA

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi observes the booth displayed at the UMFCCI Centennial exhibition in 
Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.  PHOTO: MNA

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi urges private sector 
to exploit technology, create conducive investment climate 
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A CEREMONY of cash dona-
tion for All-round Renovation 
of Eternal Peace Pagoda, cur-
rently under construction, near 
Gangaw flower roundabout, Yaza 
Thingaha Road, Dekkhinathiri 
Township, Nay Pyi Taw was held 
at the Yangon office of Ministry 
of Religious Affairs and Culture 
yesterday.

The donation of K 20 million 
by Sihasudhamatheingi Daw 
Khin Nyunt who lives in Dha-
mayon Street, No13 Word, Yankin 
Township was accepted by Union 

Minister for Religious Affairs and 
Culture Thura U Aung Ko, and he 
returned an Honour of certifica-
tion for donation and expressed 
words of gratitude.

The ceremony was attended 
by Deputy Minister for Religious 
Affairs and Culture U Kyi Min, 
Director-General of Department 
of  Religious Affairs and officials.

The well-wishers of Myan-
mar citizens are urged to donate 
for Eternal Peace Pagoda’s all-
round maintenance. — MNA 

(Translated by TTN)

Ceremony of donation for 
Eternal Peace Pagoda 
held in Yangon

UNION Minister for Planning 
and Finance U Soe Win sepa-
rately received the President of 
the Industrial and Commercial 
Bank of China (ICBC), Mr Gu 
Shu, and the Vice President of 
the China Railway Construction 

Corporation (CRCC), Mr Wang 
Wenzhong, at his office in Nay 
Pyi Taw yesterday.

During the meeting with 
the ICBC President, the Union 
Minister discussed China-My-
anmar economic cooperation, 

ICBC’s financial support to 
Myanmar’s state-owned banks, 
opening ICBC branches in Yan-
gon and other major cities, and 
gathering ICBC’s support for 
developing the bond market in 
Myanmar’s economy and in-

vestments.
During the meeting with 

the CRCC Vice President, 
the Union Minister discussed 
CRCC’s involvement in develop-
ing Myanmar’s infrastructure, 
constructing the Yangon-Dala 

Bridge project and the water 
treatment plant for distributing 
water from Paunglaung Dam to 
Nay Pyi Taw and the surround-
ing area. — MNA  

(Translated by Zaw Htet 
Oo)

Union Planning, Finance Minister receives Chinese business leaders

SECOND part of Union of Myan-
mar Federation of Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry (UMFC-
CI) Centennial Celebration was 
continued with talks and panel 
discussion at Myanmar Inter-
national Convention Centre II 
(MICC-II) yesterday morning.

The second part of UMFCCI 
Centennial Celebration was con-
tinued with a speech delivered 
by UMFCCI President U Zaw 
Min Win.

Next, talks on Global Econo-
my and Mega-Trends, Myanmar 
Economy and Future Prospects, 
and the 4th Industrial Revolution 

4.0 and Business were conducted 
by McKinsey & Company Man-
aging Partner Mr Kaushik-Das, 
the World Bank Group Myanmar 
Head Economist Mr Hans Beck 
and the World Economic Forum 
Head of Asia Pacific and member 
of the Executive Committee Mr 
Justin Wood respectively.

During the afternoon session 
panel discussions on the subjects 
“Building a Competitive Myan-
mar Economy” and “A Strategic 
Investment for the Future” was 
held. In the first panel discussion 
Deputy Minister for Hotels and 
Tourism delivered an opening 

remark. UMFCCI Vice President 
U Wai Phyo chaired the panel 
discussion while Thai Chamber 
of Commerce and Board of Trade 
of Thailand Chairman Mr Kalin 
Sarasin, Serge Pun & Associate 
Ltd Chairman Mr Serge Pun 
and MyanShwePyi Tractors Ltd 
Chairman U Khin Maung Win 
participated in the discussion.

In the second panel discus-
sion Deputy Minister for Plan-
ning and Finance U Set Aung 
delivered an opening remark. 
Sandanila Investments Man-
aging Partner Daw Thiri Thet 
Mon chaired the panel discus-

sion while Ministry of Investment 
and Foreign Economic Relations 
Permanent Secretary U Aung 
Naing Oo, Japanese Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry and 
Myanmar-Marubeni Corporation 
Vice Chairman Mr Kunio Negishi, 

China Enterprises for Chamber 
of Commerce in Myanmar Vice 
Chairman Mr. Gong Jingtao and 
YGA Capital Ltd Managing Direc-
tor U Thura Ko Ko participated in 
the discussion. — MNA 

(Translated by Zaw Min)

Second part of UMFCCI Centennial 
Celebration, talks and panel discussion

Union Minister U Soe Win meets with President of the Industrial and Commercial Bank of 
China (ICBC) Mr Gu Shu in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.  PHOTO: MNA

Union Minister U Soe Win meets with Vice President of the China Railway Construction 
Corporation (CRCC), Mr Wang Wenzhong in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.  PHOTO: MNA

UMFCCI President U Zaw Min Win delivers the speech at the second part 
of UMFCCI Centennial Celebration in Nay Pyi Taw.  PHOTO: MNA

Union Minister Thura U Aung Ko accepts cash donation for the Eternal Peace Pagoda in Nay Pyi Taw.   
PHOTO: MNA
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Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker 
receives Swiss ambassador

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker 
receives NDI President

AMYOTHA HLUTTAW 
Speaker Mahn Win Khaing 
Than received Ambassa-
dor of Switzerland Mr Tim 
Enderlin at the guest hall of 
Amyotha Hluttaw Building 
in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.

During the meeting, 
they cordially discussed 
matters related to pro-
moting bilateral friendship 
relations and cooperation 
between Myanmar and 
Switzerland, electoral pro-
cess, providing assistance 
for Myanmar’s internal 
peace and democratic re-
forms process.

Also present at the 
meeting were Amyotha 
Hluttaw Deputy Speaker U 
Aye Tha Aung and officials 
from the Amyotha Hluttaw 
office.—MNA

(Translated by TTN)

Amyotha Hluttaw Speaker 
receives Swiss Ambassador

AMYOTHA HLUTTAW Speaker Mahn 
Win Khaing Than received National 
Democratic Institute – NDI President 
Mr Derek Mitcheel at the guest hall of 
Amyotha Hluttaw building yesterday.

During the meeting, they cordially 
discussed matters related to status per-
formance of NDI, Hluttaw law making 

processes, promoting capacities building 
of Hluttaw’s representatives and staff and 
ngoing assistance.

The meeting was attended by Amyo-
tha Hluttaw Deputy Speaker U Aye Tha 
Aung and officials from Amyotha Hluttaw 
office. — MNA

(Translated by TTN)

Amyotha Hluttaw Speaker 
receives President of NDI

WITH the UEC’s Notification No. 
64/2019 dated 14 November 2019, 
Union Election Commission has set 
up an electoral information team to 
promote election-related process 

transparently.
The team will release elec-

tion-related news every Wednes-
day’s 2 pm starting from 27 Novem-
ber at UEC Office in Nay Pyi Taw.

Media agencies that want to 
gather information can contact 
with the UEC office at 067- 404407/ 
404313. – MNA

(Translated by TTN)

UEC to release 
electoral information 
every Wednesday

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker U T Khun Myat meets with Swiss Ambassador Mr Tim Enderlin in 
Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.  PHOTO: MNA

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker U T Khun Myat meets with President of the National Democratic 
Institute (NDI) Mr Derek Mitchell in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.  PHOTO: MNA

Amyotha Hluttaw Speaker Mahn Win Khaing Than meets with National Democratic 
Institute – NDI President Mr Derek Mitcheel in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.  PHOTO: MNA

Amyotha Hluttaw Speaker Mahn Win Khaing Than shakes 
hands with Swiss Ambassador Mr Tim Enderlin.   
PHOTO: MNA

PYITHU HLUTTAW Speaker U T Khun 
Myat received the President of the Na-
tional Democratic Institute (NDI), Mr 
Derek Mitchell, at the Pyithu Hluttaw 
building yesterday.

During the meeting, they discussed 
strengthening Hluttaw processes in My-

anmar’s democratic transition, promoting 
the skills of Hluttaw committees, MPs and 
Hluttaw office staff, and exchanging ex-
periences in technical and technological 
aspects. Pyithu Hluttaw Deputy Speaker 
U Tun Tun Hein and officials were also 
present at the meeting.—MNA 

(Translated by Zaw Htet Oo)

PYITHU HLUTTAw Speaker U T Khun 
Myat received Swiss Ambassador Mr Tim 
Enderlin at the Pyithu Hluttaw building 
yesterday.

During the meeting, they discussed 
promoting friendly relations between 
Myanmar and Switzerland, cooperation 
between domestic election-oriented 

organizations and international assis-
tance groups for the 2020 General Elec-
tions, assistance provided to Myanmar’s 
democratic transition, domestic peace 
efforts and economic development, and 
attracting more investments to Myan-
mar. —MNA 

(Translated by Zaw Htet Oo)
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Union Commerce Minister 
meets Yunnan Vice-Governor
UNION Minister for Commerce 
Dr Than Myint received the 
Vice-Governor of Yunnan Prov-
ince, Mr Zhang Guohua, at his 
office in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.

During the meeting, both 
sides discussed promoting bi-
lateral trade and investment 
between Myanmar and China, 
creating good investment envi-
ronments and attracting more 
investors from China, increas-
ing exports of agricultural prod-
ucts, livestock and fishery prod-
ucts to China, ensuring more 

domestic products reach set 
quality standards, technologi-
cal cooperation for increasing 
both countries’ production sec-
tor, cooperating on  developing 
the support transportation and 
communication sector and ba-
sic infrastructure, reciprocating 
invitations to expos and co-or-
ganizing them, and swiftly im-
plementing the Myanmar-China 
Border Economic Cooperation 
Zone.—MNA 

(Translated by Zaw Htet 
Oo)

Union Minister for Commerce Dr Than Myint holds talks with Vice-Governor of Yunnan Province Mr Zhang 
Guohua in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.  PHOTO: MNA

A Myanmar Tatmadaw delega-
tion led by Commander-in-Chief 
of Defence Services Senior Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing attended a 
closing ceremony of a joint coun-
ter-terrorism actual-troop drill of 
ADMM-Plus (VIP Program) held 
at Fenglin Training Field in Gui-
lin, People’s Republic of China 
on the morning of 21 November 

The Tatmadaw delegation 
led by the Senior General togeth-
er with other attending chiefs 
of armed forces and officials of 
defence ministries were first 
welcomed by participants in the 
troop drill, combat vehicles used 
in the troop drill and People’s 
Liberation Army (PLA) of China 
military band.

Next, outstanding partici-
pants in the joint counter-terror-
ism actual-troop drill were pre-
sented with documents of honor 
by member of Central Military 
Commission (CMC) and Chief 
of the Joint Staff Department of 
the CMC of the PLA General Li 
Zocheng and Joint Chairman of 
the troop drill Chief of Defence 

Forces of Royal Thai Armed 
Forces General Pornpipat Ben-
yasri.

Afterwards Joint Chairman 
Chief of Defence Forces of Royal 
Thai Armed Forces, CMC mem-
ber and Chief of Joint Staff De-
partment of the CMC delivered 
closing speeches of ADMM-Plus 
(VIP Program) and took a com-
memorative group photo togeth-
er with attendees.

Commander-in-Chief of De-
fence Services Senior General 
Min Aung Hlaing then cordially 
greeted Myanmar Tatmadaw 
personnel who participated in 
the drill and presented cash 
presents.

Later in the day Command-
er-in-Chief of Defence Services 
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing 
and delegation members togeth-
er with chiefs of armed forces of 
respective countries and officials 
from defence ministries left for 
Guilin Port by cars and cruised 
along Li jiang River on a cruise 
ship.

Following this, accompanied 

Senior General attends closing ceremony of ADMM-Plus (VIP Program) in PRC

by Chinese Military Attaché to 
Myanmar Senior Colonel Xiong 
Shaowei, Myanmar Military 
Attaché (Army, Navy and Air 
Force) Brig-Gen Zaw Oo and 

delegation members, the Sen-
ior General visited the Trunk 
Mountain and Park situated at 
the junction of Taohua River and 
Li jiang River according to infor-

mation released by the Office 
of the Commander-in-Chief of 
Defence Services. —MNA 

(Translated by Zaw Min)

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing poses for a commemorative group photo together with attendees at the closing 
ceremony of ADMM-Plus (VIP Program) in Guilin, People’s Republic of China.  PHOTO: C-IN-C’S OFFICE

UNION Election Commission 
Chairman U Hla Thein received 
the President of National Dem-
ocratic Institute (NDI), and for-
mer US Ambassador, Mr Derek 
Mitchell at his office in Nay Pyi 
Taw yesterday.

During the meeting, they 
discussed preparations for en-
suring the 2020 General Elec-
tions are in accord with the 
five norms, organizing capaci-
ty-building courses for the chair-
persons, members and staff of 
election sub-commissions, pre-

paring the Code of Conduct for 
political parties and Hluttaw rep-
resentatives to be coherent with 
current times, forming security 
management committees and 
negotiation committees for the 
upcoming election, plans to pre-
vent hate speech and fake news 
from spreading on social media, 
election monitoring activities, 
and forming an information unit 
to ensure correct election news 
is disseminated.—MNA 

(Translated by Zaw Htet 
Oo)

UEC Chair meets 
NDP President

Union Election Commission Chairman U Hla Thein meets with President of National Democratic Institute and 
former US Ambassador, Mr Derek Mitchell in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.  PHOTO: MNA
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The third meeting of the 
47-member leading committee 
of the 8th State Sangha Maha 
Nayaka Committee concluded 
at the Wizaya Mingalar Dham-
mathabin Hall on Kaba Aye Hill 
in Yangon yesterday.

The second-day meeting 
was attended by the member 
sayadaws of the State Sangha 
Maha Nayaka Committee led by 
Chairman Sayadaw of the State 
Sangha Maha Nayaka Commit-
tee Abhidhaja Maharattha Guru 
Abhidhaja Agga Maha Saddham-
ma Jotika Bhamo Sayadaw Dr. 
Bhaddanta Kumarabhivamsa.

Also present at the meeting 
were Union Minister for Reli-

gious Affairs and Culture Thu-
ra U Aung Ko, Deputy Minister 
U Kyi Min and officials of the 
ministry. Bhamo Sayadaw Dr 
Bhaddanta Kumarabhivamsa 
presided over the meeting and 
Sayadaw Joint Secretary Sayad-
aw of the State Sangha Maha 
Nayaka Committee Agga Maha 
Pandita Bhaddanta Sehtila acted 
as the master of the ceremonies.

At the meeting, members 
of the 8th committee discussed 
the measures taken during the 
first period of the duty taken by 
the first branch of the 8th State 
Sangha Maha Nayaka Commit-
tee and made resolutions.

Joint Secretary Sayadaw 

47-member leading committee meeting of 8th State Sangha 
Maha Nayaka Committee concludes

sought the approval for the re-
port of the first branch of the 

7th State Sangha Maha Naya-
ka Committee and the meeting 

came to an end in the afternoon. 
— MNA      

UNION Minister for Interna-
tional Cooperation U Kyaw Tin 
received the delegation led by 
Mr Zhang Guohua, Vice Gov-
ernor of the People’s Govern-
ment of Yunnan Province of the 
People’s Republic of China, on 
22 November 2019 at 1 pm at 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
in Nay Pyi Taw.

During the meeting, they 
exchanged views on the mat-
ters relating to strengthening 
of cooperation between Myan-
mar and Yunnan Province of 
China in wide-ranging areas 
including commerce, invest-
ment, agriculture, livestock, 
tourism and upgrading the 
border gates. — MNA      

Union Minister U Kyaw Tin 
receives  Yunnan Province 
delegation

THE 6th ASEAN Ministeri-
al Meeting on Social Welfare 
and Development Plus Three 
was held in Vientiane, Laos, 
yesterday, and Union Minister 
for Social Welfare, Relief and 
Resettlement Dr Win Myat 
Aye participated in the dis-
cussions.

The ‘Plus Three’ of the 
meeting refers to Chin, Japan 
and South Korea, and Japa-
nese officials said at the meet-
ing that Japan will observe 
and cooperate in the devel-
opment of social welfare, pro-
tection of the elderly, inclusive 
community-based projects for 
disabled persons, organizing 
training courses for disabled 
persons to gain better employ-
ment opportunities,  and the 
social welfare programmes 
of nations within the ASEAN 
region.

Next, Chinese officials 
said China cooperate with 

ASEAN nations on Me-
kong-Lancang youth de-
velopment activities, youth 
observation and experience 
exchange programmes, and 
socioeconomic development.

South Korean officials 
then said ROK will cooper-
ate in elderly protection pro-
grammes, youth volunteer 
programmes, and research on 
the elderly. ASEAN+3 nations 
will provide the necessary 
human resources, technolo-
gy and financial assistance 
for implementing the ASEAN 
Nation Social Welfare and De-
velopment Plan for 2020-2025.

Next, Union Minister Dr 
Win Myat Aye said that among 
the ASEAN+3 nations, Chi-
na cooperates with Myanmar 
on Mekong-Lancang Youth 
Engagement and ASEAN 
leadership programmes. He 
said they have signed an MoU 
on Myanmar-China bilateral 

economic cooperation and 
believes they will cooperate 
on social matters more in the 
future.

The Union Minister said 
Myanmar cooperates with 
JICA for developing sign lan-
guage for the deaf, combating 
human trafficking, and pro-
viding technical assistance in 
elderly protection plans.

He said Myanmar coop-
erates with KOICA and the 
Korea University Council for 
Social Service (KUCSS) in ef-
fective youth volunteering in 
early childhood care and de-
velopment activities. He said 
Myanmar has opened a social 
welfare training school, estab-
lished a social service news 
system, and joint training pro-
grammes and will continue 
to do so with the ASEAN+3 
nations. — MNA      

(Translated by Zaw Htet 
Oo)

Union SWRR Minister addresses 6th ASEAN+3 
meeting on social welfare, development

The 47-member leading committee of the 8th State Sangha Maha Nayaka Committee concludes its 3rd meeting 
at the Wizaya Mingalar Dhammathabin Hall on Kaba Aye Hill in Yangon.  PHOTO: MNA

Union Minister U Kyaw Tin meeting with Mr Zhang Guohua, Vice 
Governor of the People’s Government of Yunnan Province of the 
People’s Republic of China, in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.  PHOTO: MNA

Union Minister Dr Win Myat Aye and Ministers from other ASEAN countries pose for a group photo at the 6th 
ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Social Welfare and Development Plus Three in Vientiane, Laos.  PHOTO: MNA
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Myanmar is also 
facing challenges 
because the 
institutions 
responsible for 
combating illicit 
trade, terrorism, 
insurgency, money 
laundering, and 
corruption are not 
well-coordinated 
even within the 
country, let alone at 
the regional level.

Overcome 
challenges of 
complex issues by 
working together

Myanmar is presently at compara-
tively early stages of urbanization 
and has the opportunity to steer 
the process towards achieving 

urban resilience.

H
AVING achieved a measure of success in the fight 
against graft, the Anti-Corruption Commission has 
won the trust of the people. 

Complaints have poured in last year, with the 
commission receiving 10,543 letters, five times more than in the 
previous year.

Bribery and corruption pose obstacles to and delay the develop-
ment of a nation. Myanmar ranks poorly on the world corruption list, 
and the corruption level in the country is still alarming. Myanmar 

has also fallen into the list of 
Least Developed Countries 
due to corruption and has 
remained underdeveloped.

Myanmar is addressing 
the complexities of anti-mon-
ey laundering at the national 
level, placing high priority on 
cross-border crimes. On 14 
November, the President's Of-
fice issued Order No. 45/2019 
on anti-money laundering, 
complementing the exist-
ing Anti-Money Laundering 
(AML) Law. Paragraph 2 of 
the order covers a wide scope 
and clearly defines banks and 
financial institutions, benefi-
cial ownership, proceeds of 
crime, legal arrangements, 
businesses, and transfers 
related to money laundering.

Addressing these complex issues requires more than anti-cor-
ruption efforts: it needs a well-coordinated approach. Not just in 
Myanmar, in most countries, institutions tackling such complex 
tasks are under-resourced.

Myanmar is also facing challenges because the institutions 
responsible for combating illicit trade, terrorism, insurgency, money 
laundering, and corruption are not well-coordinated even within 
the country, let alone at the regional level.

Not only corruption, but complex cross-border crimes such 
as human-trafficking, drug trafficking, and illicit trade are imped-
iments to the development of human society in all countries. The 
mechanics of these interconnected crimes and their linkage to the 
formal economy should be well-managed.

Target 16.5 of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
of the 2030 Agenda calls for substantial reduction of corruption 
and bribery in all their forms and the development of effective, 
accountable, and transparent institutions at all levels.

To reach this target, we must significantly reduce illicit finan-
cial and arms flows, strengthen the recovery and return of stolen 
assets, and combat all forms of organized crimes by 2030.

As the SDGs reflect a broad and universal agenda to secure 
sustainable development, it is of utmost importance for countries 
around the world to achieve the targets envisaged in the 2030 
Agenda.

Therefore, the international community needs a holistic ap-
proach for resolving the interconnected problem of cross-border 
crimes and corruption, which requires more than one State's 
response, as it is not an easy enough job for a country to do alone. 
We are confident that we can overcome the challenges no matter 
how difficult they may be, if we work together.

Call  Thin Thin May, 09251022355,09974424848

Myanmar’s efforts to curb CGE (Carbon Gas Emission) and 
the impact of environment 

T
HE natural environ-
ment on Earth is im-
pacted by the climate 
change. Climate change 

is caused by global warming. As 
a result, the natural environment 
is in grave peril. Only the human 
beings can save and maintain or 
conserve the environment. The 
definition of environment includes 
land, sea, rivers, ocean, air, trees 
and the atmosphere of the Earth. 
The global people express their 
deep concern about the great per-
ils facing the environment. Each 
and every country makes effort to 
curb the global warming and the 
impact of environment as much as 
they can do. Deforestation, carbon 
gas emissions known as green-
house effect occurrences are the 
main causes of global warming. 
Global people are tackling these 
perils with utmost efforts.

 It is good news that Myanmar 
journalists and media can get an 
environmental data base available 
on the website_ cmmd-environ-
mental.com. EDMM (Environ-
mental Database for Myanmar 
Media) is the website that will pro-
vide the environmental database 
for Myanmar journalists who need 
the reliable sources from world-
wide environmental issues and 
Myanmar environmental update 
database. By visiting this website, 
we all can acquire knowledge and 
can learn comprehensive news, 
information, activities, projects 
with international organizations, 
UN agencies pertaining to tack-
ling the environmental issue in 
Myanmar.

The launching event of the 
website was held at the Orchid 
Hotel in Yangon on 16 September 
2019. It was attended by Myanmar 
journalists, environmentalists, 
Forestry experts, Agriculturist, 
Biologists and enthusiasts. The 
event agenda contained a panel 
discussion on the impact of envi-
ronment in Myanmar. The panel 
discussion was made by the ex-
perts who attended on that occa-
sion. The experts who participated 
in panel discussion on impact of 
environment in Myanmar were 
Dr. Than Than Sein (Agricultur-
alist), U Cho Cho (expert in water 
and Irrigation as well as chair-
man of National Water Resources 
Committee-NWRC) and U Tin Aye 
(expert on forestry).They shared 
their respective knowledge and 
work experiences with each other. 
Then, they focused and suggested 
on how- to- tackle -the –impact –

of-environment-in-Myanmar with 
the  collaboration of stakeholders 
and concerned Ministries . Later, 
they answered the questions of 
the participants and enthusiasts 
related to the issue of environ-
ment in Myanmar individually. 
Aforementioned event or activ-
ity indicates that it is one of the 
efforts to curb CGE and impact 
of environment in Myanmar. In 
other words, Myanmar is making 
efforts to curb climate change in 
the country collaborating with ex-
perts, UN agencies, INGOs and 
stakeholders actively.

Due to their discussion, 
knowledge, observation and 
research, we could have learnt 
the  water resources availability, 
the conditions of land or soil and 
natural forests in Myanmar. The 
following bullets are the findings 
that experts have collected. 
•	Before, the 3/4 of the land area 

of Myanmar was covered with 
forests. Now, the ¼ of  the land 
area of Myanmar is covered with 
forests. Despite being depleted, 
some forests in Myanmar are 
thriving. Currently, there are 
60 (  sixty ) districts of forests 
are in existence. To protect de-
forestation, community forests 
are being established. Conser-
vation of Forest in Myanmar is 
compulsory. Trees absorb rain 
water. Unless there are trees in 
certain areas, no water resourc-
es can be found.

•	Climate change destroys My-
anmar Agriculture directly. Un-
timely rain can destroy farm-
ing. Cutting trees, slashing and 
burning trees and bushes for 
firewood cause Greenhouse 
effects – emitting Co2, Nitrite, 
and Methane. Therefore, 34 % 
of the Greenhouse effects come 

from the agriculture sector. To 
reduce the greenhouse effects, 
Climate Smart Agriculture must 
be materialized. Conservation 
of Agriculture is compulsory. In 
Myanmar, China-made, Thai-
land-made chemical fertilizers 
are being used on farmland and 
the usage of them has side ef-
fects to soil and earth. E.g corn 
fields are destroyed by Super 
Chemical Fertilizer. Despite the 
existence of laws on the usage of 
fertilizers, seeds, and pesticides, 
the impact still prevails on land.  

•	Myanmar has higher abundance 
of water resources. In Myanmar, 
18,000 gallons of drinking water 

are consumed by per person / 
year. The 85% of Myanmar pop-
ulation consume rainwater and 
groundwater or drilled water. 
We must maintain underground 
water resources and they must 
be good quality.

In fact, the impact of envi-
ronment occurs worldwide due to 
climate change caused by activi-
ties of human beings. Therefore, 
we human beings are responsible 
to conserve the natural environ-
ment on this planet. Myanmar 
also suffers from the impact of 
environment. We Myanmar people  
are not only expressing  our deep 
concern about the impact of envi-

ronment, but also we are working 
hand in hand with environmen-
talists, CSOs, the government, 
stakeholders, media ,journalists, 
civilian journalists and nature lov-
ers for recovery of green environ-
ment. In this regard, the roles of 
journalists and media are impor-
tant because their constant news 
and consistent information help us 
remedy the environmental issue. 
The reliable database are needed 
so as to solve the problem effec-
tively. If the natural environment 
is impacted, we human beings, 
land animals, aquatic creatures, 
birds and insects will be facing 
dreadful natural disasters. Con-

crete jungle, deforestation, waste 
or plastic- polluted sea and oceans 
cause destruction on all living 
things. Man-made global warm-
ing or greenhouse effect is one 
of the causes of climate change. 
Consequently, natural environ-
ment is badly impacted by climate 
change. It is high time to address 
the impact of environment on 
global basis indeed. We need to 
conserve pleasant and healthy 
environment on Earth so that all 
living things can enjoy balanced 
ecosystem. 

The Ministry of Natural Re-
sources and Environmental 

Conservation (MONREC) 
Myanmar Climate Change 
Strategy (2018-2030)

Myanmar is presently at 
comparatively early stages of ur-
banization and has the opportu-
nity to steer the process towards 
achieving urban resilience. For 
this reason, Myanmar must en-
gage early in the impending ur-
banization process to create resil-
ient, sustainable and low-carbon 
towns and cities, regardless of 
size, and work over the long-term 
through all realistic means. If ur-
ban planning and development 
approaches integrate concepts of 

participation, resilience and the 
adoption of low-carbon technolo-
gies, Myanmar can develop more 
inclusive, sustainable and resilient 
towns and cities.

The government of Myanmar 
is drafting: (a) National Urban 
and Regional Development Plan-
ning Law, which makes reference 
to environmental and social is-
sues that need to be integrated 
into spatial planning (b) Nation-
al Housing Framework, which 
should integrate climate change 
considerations in the delivery of 
affordable and inclusive housing, 
and (c) National Urban Policy, of 
which climate change will be an 
important component.

The National Building Code 
has also been updated since 2016 
and enacted in 2018. In addition to 
safety measures and disaster-sen-
sible use of materials, construc-
tion technics and technologies, it 
also includes specific provisions 
for energy efficiency, water sup-
ply efficiency and green buildings 
to contribute to reducing emis-
sions and building more habita-
ble adaptive buildings that reduce 
energy, cooling and lighting needs 
through its use of design, technol-

ogy and materials. Its enforce-
ment will be essential, but it will 
require self-adherence from the 
public and private sectors. If pri-
vate construction companies and 
developers do not mainstream 
resource-efficient, disaster-resist-
ant, climate change-adaptive de-
signs and materials consistently 
at an early stage, 

Myanmar will lose a huge 
opportunity to create towns and 
cities that are carbon neutral and 
can withstand the increased fre-
quency and intensity of hazards. A 
number of planners will be trained 
to achieve policy goals; they will 

be the first in Myanmar to receive 
such training. But urban planning 
capacities remain a constraint at 
national and local level, and will 
define administrators' ability to 
enforce regulations and building 
codes. With the exception of its 
three main cities, Myanmar's 
townships do not have the ca-
pacity or the mandate for long-
term strategic planning. It must 
urgently address the challenge 
of integrating long-term climate 
change effects into decisions for 
infrastructure, services and land-
use. 

This is very obvious to learn 
that Myanmar and its people are 
striving to tackle the crisis of glob-
al warming with the collabora-
tion of international organizations 
and local experts. By looking at 
abovementioned Climate Change 
Strategy (2018-2030 ), Myanmar’s 
efforts to curb CGE (Carbon Gas 
Emission) and the impact of envi-
ronment are rather encouraging 
indeed !
Credit; The Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Environmental 
Conservation (MONREC)

Dr. Than Than Sein (Agriculturalist), U Cho Cho (expert in water and Irrigation as well as chairman of National Water 
Resources Committee-NWRC) and U Tin Aye (expert on forestry) are sharing their experiences and answering the 
questions related to their expertise.

Attendees, journalists and enthusiasts are seen at the event.

Myanmar Daily Weather Report
(Issued at 7:00 pm Friday 22nd November, 2019)

BAY INFERENCE: Weather is generally fair over the North 
Bay and partly cloudy over the Andaman Sea and elsewhere 
over the Bay of Bengal.

FORECAST VALID UNTIL AFTERNOON OF THE 23rd 
November, 2019: Weather will be generally fair in Naypyitaw, 
Lower Sagaing and Magway Regions, Chin and Rakhine States 
and partly cloudy in the remaining Regions and States.  

STATE OF THE SEA: Sea will be slight in Myanmar waters. 
Wave height will be about (2–4) feet off and along Myanmar 
Coasts.

OUTLOOK FOR SUBSEQUENT TWO DAYS: Generally 
Fair in the whole country.

FORECAST FOR NAY PYI TAW AND NEIGHBOURING 
AREA FOR 23rd  November, 2019: Generally fair weather.

FORECAST FOR YANGON AND NEIGHBOURING AREA 
FOR 23rd  November, 2019:  Partly cloudy.

FORECAST FOR MANDALAY AND NEIGHBOURING 
AREA FOR 23rd November, 2019: Generally fair weather.

WEATHER OUTLOOK FOR WEEKEND: Weather will be 
generally fair in Naypyitaw and Mandalay Regions and partly 
cloudy in Yangon Region.

THE President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar has 
appointed Daw Win Win Maw, General Manager, Myanmar 
Investment and Commercial Bank under the Ministry of 
Planning and Finance as Managing Director of the same bank 
on probation from the date she assumes charge of her duties.

Myanmar Gazette

Head of service 
organization appointed



10 23   NOVEMBER  2019
THE GLOBAL NEW LIGHT OF MYANMARLOCAL NEWS

Write for us
We appreciate your feedback and 
contributions. If you have any comments 
or would like to submit editorials, 
analyses or reports please email  
ce@globalnewlightofmyanmar.com 
with your name and title.

Due to limitation of space we are only 
able to publish “Letter to the Editor” 
that do not exceed 500 words. Should 
you submit a text longer than 500 words 
please be aware that your letter will be 
edited.

ACTING CHIEF EDITOR
Aye Min Soe
dce@globalnewlightofmyanmar.com

SENIOR EDITORIAL CONSULTANT
Kyaw Myaing

SENIOR TRANSLATORS 
Zaw Min 
Zaw Htet Oo
Aung Khin
INTERNATIONAL NEWS EDITOR 
Ye Htut Tin, 
editor1@globalnewlightofmyanmar.com

LOCAL NEWS EDITORS
Tun Tun Naing (Editor),
intlnews@globalnewlightofmyanmar.com
Nwe Nwe Tun (Sub-editor),
nwenwe9131@gmail.com

TRANSLATORS 
Hay Mar Tin Win, 
Ei Myat Mon
Kyaw Zin Lin
Kyaw Zin Tun

REPORTER
Nyein Nyein Ei,
reporter1@globalnewlightofmyanmar.com

PHOTOGRAPHER
Kyaw Zeya Win @ Phoe Khwar
Kyaw Zeya

COMPUTER TEAM
Thein Ngwe, Zaw Zaw Aung, 
Ye Naing Soe, Hnin Pwint, 
Kay Khaing Win, Sanda Hnin, 
Thein Htwe, Nyi Lin Thu

EDITORIAL SECTION
(+95) (01)8604529,
Fax — (+95) (01) 8604305

CIRCULATION  & DISTRIBUTION
San Lwin, (+95) (01) 8604532,
Hotline - 09 974424114

ADVERTISING & MARKETING
( +95) (01) 8604530,
Hotline - 09 974424848
marketing@globalnewlightofmyanmar.com
subscription@globalnewlightofmyanmar.com

Printed and published at the Global New 
Light of Myanmar Printing Factory at 
No.150, Nga Htat Kyee Pagoda Road,  Bahan 
Township, Yangon, by the Global New Light 
of Myanmar Daily under Printing Permit No. 
00510 and Publishing Permit No. 00629.

gnlmdaily@gmail.com 
www.globalnewlightofmyanmar.com
www.facebook.com/TheGNLM

w w w.g lob a l n ewl i g hto f mya n ma r.c o m

By Nyein Nyein 

THE Yangon Water Bus (YWB) 
service will operate vessels ac-
quired from foreign countries 
and currently, payment ma-
chines are being installed on 
the vessels, said U Hla Aung, 
joint-secretary of the Yangon 
Region Transport Authority 
(YRTA).

“We bought six new water 
vessels from abroad for Yangon. 
Payment machines that allow 
passengers to use KBZ pay, CB 
pay, Visa, or Mastercard are be-
ing installed on board the ves-
sels. So far, payment machines 
have been installed on two ves-
sels. The machines remain to be 
installed on four vessels,” said U 
Hla Aung.

“In order to operate the 
six water vessels, payment ma-
chines need to be installed on 
them. The jetties along their 
operation route are also being 
upgraded. The upgrade project 
will take 25 days,” he added.

The previously operated 
YWB vessels are currently 
docked in Ayeyarwady Re-

YWB service added with six new vessels

gion--seven of the vessels were 
locally manufactured, while 
three were manufactured 
abroad. According to a report 
issued by the company, the wa-
ter vessels will be operational in 
Ayeyarwady Region, he added.

As part of a major upgrade, 
the Yangon bus service was 
suspended from 27 September. 

Then, the jetty was upgraded, 
the water vessels were renovat-
ed, water vessels were imported 
for Nga Moe Yeik creek, permis-
sion was sought for construction 
of the Nga Moe Yeik creek jetty, 
and the Thanlyin jetty was up-
graded, and payment machines 
were installed on vessels. 

Yangon water buses were 

launched on October 7, 2017 by 
Tint Tint Myanmar Company. 
The company is operating 11 
motor vessels from Botahtaung 
jetty to Insein Jetty, transporting 
around 100,000 commuters per 
month. The Yangon water bus 
service is operated daily for pil-
grims and riverine cruise tours.  
(Translated by Hay Mar)

the Shan New Year Celebra-
tion Committee, Dr. Lin Htut, 
Chief Minister of Shan State, 
U Sai Lone Seng, Speaker of 
the Shan State Hluttaw, Major 
General Lin Aung (Eastern 
Command), and U Kywal Ky-
wal, Chief Justice of the Shan 
State High Court, opened the 
ceremony by cutting the cere-
monial ribbon.

In addition, performers 
from the Shan Literature and 
Culture Association present-
ed traditional Shan dances. 
The program included per-
formances by different ethnic 
groups such as Shan, PaO, Inn, 
Taungyoe, and Lisu.—Maung 
Maung Than (Taunggyi)

(Translated by La Wonn)

Taunggyi celebrates Shan New Year Festival

THE traditional Shan New Year 
Festival was celebrated at 5 
p.m. on 21 November at the 

Awayyar fire balloon field in 
Taunggyi, eastern Shan State. 
The festival marked the arrival 

of the year 2114 on the Shan 
calendar. 

U Sai Tun Mya, chair of 

DOUBLE-arm street lamp 
posts are being installed in Ka-
tha town of Sagaing region as 
part of efforts to beautify the 
city.

A total of 30 street lamp 
posts will be erected in the town. 
Out of the 30, 21 lamp posts have 
been erected and the remain-
ing nine will be placed in front 
of the office complex. In addi-

tion, 11 more lamp posts will 
be installed between City hall 
and BOC Gone, according to 
officials. 

The lamp posts have been 
erected at a distance of 100 
feet, they said. The project is 
being jointly implemented by 
the government and the public. 
The cost of each lamp post is 
K1,800,000, the officials added. 

The Sagaing region govern-
ment has allocated K30 million 
for the project, while the re-
maining costs have been borne 
by the residents of the township. 

The lamp posts have been 
erected with the aim of beautify-
ing the city, ensure road safety, 
and reduce crime, said U Nyi 
Nyi Tun, a Hluttaw represent-
ative from Sagaing Region.

A total of 50 lamp posts 
are expected to be erected in 
the township. The road to the 
entrance gate of the town is 
12,000 feet long. About 70 lamp 
posts are required to be erect 
on the road, and the project im-
plementation committee has 
asked locals to contribute for 
the lamp posts. —Lu Aung (Ka-
tha) (Translated by Hay Mar)

Double-arm lamp posts erected on Katha streets 

A water bus docked at a jetty in the Yangon River.  PHOTO : ZAW GYI

Shan ethnic people celebrate their Shan New Year in Taunggyi, Shan State.  PHOTO: MAUNG MAUNG THAN
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Call  Thin Thin May, 09251022355,09974424848

Karen Development Network (KDN) congratulates its

Chairperson, Professor Saw Tun Aung Chain

on being honored with the

2018 Lifetime Achievement of the National Literature Award.

DEPUTY MINISTER for 
Information U Aung Hla 
Tun inspected Sarpay 
Beikman, photolithogra-
phy press, Myanma Alin 
newspaper and Myan-
mar Radio and Television 
(MRTV) in Yangon yester-
day.

First, the Deputy Min-
ister went to Sarpay Beik-
man book store in Mer-
chant Street, Botahtaung 
Township and inspected 
the books displayed, li-

brary services provided 
for members and the ref-
erence library.

Next, the Deputy Min-
ister went to photolithog-
raphy press in Ngar Htat 
Kyee Pagoda Road, Bahan 
Township and inspected 
the book binding room, 
press, CTP room and pa-
per store.

From there the Depu-
ty Minister went to News 
and Periodicals Enterprise 
Myanma Alin newspaper 

and inspected the editori-
al department, computer 
department and the press.

Later in the afternoon, 
the Deputy Minister went 
to MRTV and inspected 
the new studio, Sub-Con-
trol Room No. 1, outside 
broadcast (OB) or Digital 
Satellite News Gathering 
(DSNG) van, Radio Au-
dio Archive and meeting 
room. —MNA

(Translated by Zaw Min)

Deputy Minister for Information 
inspects departments under MoI

DEPUTY MINISTER for 
Commerce U Aung Htoo 
attended MOU signing 
ceremony of nine pro-
jects between Myanmar 

and China held at Lashio 
Town indoor stadium in 
Shan State north.

At the ceremony the 
Deputy Minister, officials 

Deputy Minister for Commerce attend MOU 
signing between Myanmar-China businesses

THE Myanmar delegation 
led by Union Minister for 
Information Dr Pe Myint 
visited the Mt. Qingxiu 
Park and Liquan Read-
ing House in Nanning, 
Guangxi Zhuang Autono-
mous Region of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, 
yesterday.

The delegation toured 
the sightseeing in the 
mountain which is covered 
with many kinds of trees.

Mt. Qingxiu Park is es-
tablished on 4.07 square 
kilometre and located 289 
metres above the sea level. 
Twelve sites with mature 
trees are designated in the 
park . 

The park attracts 
about 2.4 million visitors 
per year. 

Afterwards, the dele-
gation visited the Li Jiang 
Reading Room and also 
visited book shops, chil-
dren reading rooms, ob-
serving the arrangement 

for comfortable reading.
The reading room has 

a collection of over 40,000  
reading books.

Next, they viewed the 
‘Good Books in Guangxi’ 
programme, met with 
Guangxi Writers Associ-
ation members and dis-
cussed translating and 
distributing translated lit-
erature of both countries 
and exchanging literary 
culture.

The Guangxi Writers 
Association is a branch of 
the China Writers Associ-
ation, comprised of male 
and female members and 
of ethnic minority races as 
well. Their members have 
garnered numerous na-
tional literary awards and 
act as a bridge between 
party, government and the 
public. In addition, they 
also help proliferate the 
literature of ethnic minor-
ities and support literary 
exchange and training.

In the afternoon, the 
Union Minister and entou-
rage departed from Nan-
ning by bullet train and 
arrived in Guilin City, lo-
cated in the northeastern 
part of Guangxi Zhuang 
Autonomous Region.

Afterwards, they at-
tended a dinner reception 
hosted by Mayor Mr Qin 
Chuncheng at Yao Hu 
Hotel. From there they 
cruised on a boat across 
Li Zhang River, Tao Hua 
River, Shan Ye Lake, Gui 
Lake and Mu Long Lake 
and also visited Xiao Feng 
Tower and the historical 
palace.

Guilin is filled with 
beautiful scenery and 
rich cultural heritage that 
make it a prime travel des-
tination, including efficient 
transportation, excellent 
lodging and a wide variety 
of delicious food.—MNA

(Translated by 
GNLM)

Information Ministry delegation visits  
Mt. Qingxiu, Li Jaing Bookshop in Nanning, 
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region

of People’s Republic of 
China Lincang Town and 
Shan State north trade as-
sociation officials delivered 
speeches and greetings. 
Afterwards MOU on nine 
projects to be jointly con-
ducted by businesses of 
Myanmar and China were 

signed.
Later the Deputy Min-

ister and party inspected 
the Myanmar (Lash-
io)-China (Lincang) bor-
der trade and exhibition. 
—MNA

(Translated by Zaw Min)

Union Minister for Information Dr Pe Myint holds talks with writers of the Guangxi Writers 
Association in Li Jiang Reading Room.  PHOTO: MNA

Deputy Minister for Information U Aung Hla Tun observes inside the Sarpay Beikman 
Building on Merchant Street, Yangon.  PHOTO: MNA

Deputy Minister U Aung Htoo addresses the MOU signing 
ceremony of nine projects between Myanmar and China 
at Lashio indoor stadium, Shan State.  PHOTO: MNA
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THE 6th Myanmar-China (Yun-
nan) Cooperation Forum was 
held at Horizon Lake View Hotel 
in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday, as My-
anmar promotes relations with 
Yunnan Province, which plays a 
pivotal role in increasing existing 
friendly relations with China and 
implementing bilateral strategic 
cooperation framework.

A Myanmar delegation led 
by Permanent Secretary U Soe 
Han of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and a Chinese delega-
tion led by the Vice-Governor 
of Yunnan Province, Mr Zhang 
Guohua, led discussions at the 
forum.

The forum mainly focused 

on intercommunication between 
Myanmar and China and espe-
cially Yunnan Province, and the 
current processes and progress 
of areas of cooperation between 
both sides, including economic, 
trade, investment, agriculture, 
livestock, travel, education, 
healthcare, social communica-
tion, and border management 
sectors.

Furthermore, they openly 
exchanged views on the chal-
lenges and future areas of co-
operation in these aspects. They 
also agreed on increasing coop-
eration in areas that benefit the 
citizens of both nations.—MNA

(Translated by Zaw Htet Oo)

Nay Pyi Taw hosts 6th Myanmar-China (Yunnan) Forum

Myanmar’s Foreign Affairs Ministry and a delegation led by the Vice-Governor of Yunnan engage in 
discussions at the 6th Myanmar-China (Yunnan) Cooperation Forum in Nay Pyi Taw.  PHOTO: MNA

A GOVERNMENT delegation 
and a delegation of the Karen 
National Union (KNU) held a 
meeting to coordinate on steps 
going forward with the peace 
process, in Chiang Mai, Thai-
land, yesterday.

The meeting focused on 
proposals made by the KNU for 
moving forward with the peace 
process, organizing the fourth 
session of the Union Peace 
Conference — 21st Century 
Panglong in 2020, holding the 
Joint Ceasefire Implementation 
Committee Meeting (JCIM), 
and other matters.

U Hla Maung Shwe, an 
advisor to the Myanmar Peace 
Commission (PC), said the KNU 
were just as keen as them to 
hold the JICM and the 2020 
conference as well. He said the 
KNU also hopes the conference 
will produce steps to move for-
ward.

The Peace Process Steer-
ing Team (PPST) will hold their 
meetings on December 2, 3 and 
4 and the government and KNU 
delegations aim to meet again 
after them.

The government delegation 
consisted of PC Secretary Lt-
Gen (Retd) Khin Zaw Oo, PC 
advisory board members U Hla 
Maung Shwe and U Moe Zaw 
Oo, Director-General U Zaw 
Htay of the Ministry of Office 
of the State Counsellor, and U 
Kyaw Lin Oo as technical sup-
port.

The KNU delegation con-
sisted of the KNU Chairman’s 
military and political advisor 
Saw Tu Tu Lay, KNU Gener-
al-Secretary Padoh Saw Tadoh 
Moo, KNU permanent executive 
committee members Padoh Saw 

Sel Gay and Padoh Saw Taw 
Nee, KNU Chairman Secretary 
Padoh Saw Tar Mu Lar, and Pol-
icy Advisor Naw May Oo.

After the meetings, Direc-
tor-General U Zaw Htay and 
KNU General-Secretary Padoh 
Saw Tadoh Moo gave an inter-
view to RFA journalist U Aung 
Moe Myint.

U Zaw Htay said they dis-
cussed the meeting between 
KNU leaders and the govern-
ment delegation led by the State 
Counsellor at the 4th anniversary 
event of the NCA on 28 Octo-
ber, which agreed on holding 
separate meetings during the 
interim period and has led to 
this meeting in Chiang Mai. He 
said they will hold the PPST 
meeting, after which both sides 
agreed to quickly meet up.

The KNU General-Secre-
tary said the meeting also held 
an informal consideration of 
what preparations should be 
put in place to ensure the peace 
process continues regardless of 
which government administra-
tion becomes incumbent after 
the elections next year. He said 
as working groups from both 
sides need more contact and 
meetings, he hopes doing so will 
facilitate easier communication 
in future meetings.

When asked of proposals 
from the government’s side, Pa-
doh Saw Tadoh Moo responded 
that the four proposals are very 
connected. He said ceasefire 
and political dialogues are the 
two main parts of the NCA, and 
there has been a great improve-
ment on the political front, as 
well as more familiarity. He said 
they will continue to discuss the 
ceasefire side of the agreement.

Government, KNU delegations hopeful for resuming peace talks

Representatives from the Myanmar government and Karen National Union (KNU) hold a coordination meeting 
on peace process in Chiang Mai, Thailand yesterday.  PHOTO: HMS

When asked of his analysis 
on the government delegation’s 
journey, U Zaw Htay replied that 
there was a fundamental point 
highlighted by the State Coun-
sellor during the 4th anniversa-
ry event of the NCA, which in-
cludes three factors to the peace 
process moving forward. The 
first is to sign the Union Accord 
in three phases.

U Zaw Htay said the jour-
ney of the Chairman of the Res-
toration Council of Shan State 
(RCSS) last October prompted 
them to come to Chiang Mai 
and meet with the RCSS dele-
gation. He said Lt-Gen Yar Pyae 
and Lt-Gen Min Naung were 
present there as well, since they 
are both NRPC members and 
leaders of the Tatmadaw Ne-
gotiation Team. He said they 
engaged in serious discussions 
and produced remarks on how 
to avoid these types of compli-

cations regarding EAO leaders 
travelling in the future. He said 
the RCSS were okay to be on-
board with the process and they 
have overcome an obstacle.

U Zaw Htay said they made 
numerous agreements in dis-
cussing what type of meetings 
to pursue with the ten EAO sig-
natories to the NCA. He said 
they discussed in detail the 
implementation process of the 
agreements made between the 
State Counsellor and the KNU 
leaders. He said they achieved 
very close results and will hold 
detailed discussions on that in 
the future. He said they will 
meet again as soon as possible 
in December. He said there are 
monitoring groups on the peace 
process and worries concerning 
it, but both sides are giving it 
their best efforts.

U Zaw Htay also said they 
will not step back from the path 

based on the NCA. He said there 
are concerns of the delayed pro-
cess but both sides are review-
ing and coordinating to ensure 
the path taken by both sides 
are made better and stronger. 
He said they are endeavoring 
to ensure the post-2020 peace 
process will carry on regardless 
of which government adminis-
tration takes office at that time.

Padoh Saw Tadoh Moo 
spoke of the next proposed 
meeting with the government 
delegation as needing to go into 
detailed discussion to make the 
proposals by the KNU much 
clearer. He said it involves think-
ing carefully for both sides. He 
said that as there isn’t much 
time, they are discussing the 
nature of the upcoming meet-
ing. —Ye Kaung Nyunt 

(Translated by 
Zaw Htet Oo)
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THE Agriculture Department, 
the Myanmar Rice Federation 
(MRF), and the Myanmar 
Fruit, Flower and Vegetable 
Producer and Exporter Asso-
ciation (MFVP) held a meeting 
on 19 November to discuss a 
draft contract sent by China’s 
General Administration of 
Customs for export of Myan-

mar’s rice and tapioca chips. 
Members of the bodies 

discussed the signing of the 
agreement, exportation, and 
plans for disclosing the article 
of agreements to exporters.

U Aung Kyaw Oo, director 
of the Agriculture Department 
and staff, MRF Vice President 
U Aung Than Oo and exec-

utive members, rice millers 
and trader’s body, MFVP 
consultant Dr Htet Kyu, and 
officials from the Myanmar 
Cassava Association attended 
the meeting and discussed the 
exportation of rice and tapioca 
chips. —GNLM

 (Translated by Ei Myat Mon) 

Agri bodies discuss exports of rice, 
tapioca chips to China

THE volume of rice and bro-
ken rice exported between 1 
October and 8 November in 
the 2019-2020 financial year 
has been estimated at over 
374,635 metric tons, worth 
US$108.58 million, according 
to an announcement from the 
Myanmar Rice Federation. 

In the current financial 
year, Myanmar has shipped 
rice to 37 foreign markets. 

China, which accounts 
for over 36 per cent of the to-
tal rice exports, is the main 
buyer of Myanmar rice, fol-
lowed by Madagascar and 
Malaysia. Mozambique is the 
fourth-largest buyer and Cam-
eroon, the fifth-largest buyer 
of Myanmar rice. The Euro-
pean Union countries account 
for over 10 per cent of rice ex-
ports, while 39.9 per cent of 
rice grown in Myanmar goes 
to African countries. 

In the current FY, Myan-
mar has exported broken rice 

mostly to Senegal, followed 
by Indonesia, Belgium, Mali, 
and Thailand. Broken rice 
has been placed in 27 foreign 
markets. 

Earlier, border trade was 
relatively high compared to 
sea trade in terms of rice 
exports. Since the previous 
financial year, border trade 
has dropped, and currently, 
it accounts for just 14.8 per 
cent of the total rice exports, 
while maritime trade consti-
tutes 85.13 per cent. 

Rice exports through the 
border gates have generated 
an estimated $14.9 million, 
whereas income from mari-
time trade touched $93.67 mil-
lion as of 8 November in the 
current FY, as per data from 
the Commerce Ministry. 

Myanmar primarily ex-
ports rice to China through 
the border gates. However, 
trade in agricultural products 
has been halted on account of 

China clamping down on ille-
gal trade. As a result, stocks 
of rice piled up at the Muse 
border gate in Q1 of this year, 
bringing down the price of rice 
in the export market. 

Additionally, the prices 
of low-quality rice varieties 
Ngasein and Aemahta were 
lower compared to the corre-
sponding period of the previ-
ous year, according to the local 
market. 

At present, rice is being 
exported to China through a 
government-to-government 
(G2G) agreement and barter 
system, in exchange for Chi-
nese goods. 

Myanmar shipped 3.6 mil-
lion tons of rice in the 2017-
2018 financial year, which 
was an all-time record in rice 
exports. The export volume 
plunged to 2.29 million metric 
tons, worth $691 million, in the 
2018-2019 FY. —GNLM 
 (Translated by Ei Myat Mon) 

Myanmar exports over 374,600 tons of 
rice worth $108 mln in current fiscal

By Nyein Nyein

A TOTAL of 190 shareholders 
have asked the Yangon Region 
government to review the divi-
dend policy of the Yangon Urban 
Public Transport Public Company, 
said U Hla Aung, Joint Secretary 
of the Yangon Region Transport 
Authority (YRTA). 

“Those 190 individuals have 
reported how they want the annu-
al dividend paid out. We have for-
warded their reports to the Yan-
gon Region government through 
the YRTA. After it is sorted out, we 
will notify them of further plans. 
Currently, their request is being 
processed,” said U Hla Aung. 

The YRTA has asked the re-
maining shareholders for their 
opinions on the share dividend, 
he said. 

At the YUPT’s second anni-
versary general meeting on 30 
October at the Gandamar Grand 
Ballroom, some shareholders had 
asked for a dividend payment and 
the removal of some directors 

from the board appointed by the 
regional government.

Following the friction at the 
2nd annual meeting of the YUPT, 
regional minister Daw Nilar Kyaw, 
chair of the YRTA, and members 
met with bus owners. She asked 
them whether all shareholders 
agreed with the complaints and 
reports.

The YRTA said it will take a 
decision based on the report of the 
shareholders for better results. “It 
will ensure that the shareholders’ 
conflict does not harm the Yan-
gon Bus Service sector, and they 
will make efforts for the YUPT 
company to achieve growth, in 
line with the prescribed rules and 
regulations,” U Hla Aung added. 

At present, the YUPT is the 
biggest service provider in the 
Yangon Bus Service, providing 
services to many bus lines. The 
Yangon Region government has 
also bought shares in the com-
pany, along with more than 200 
shareholders. 
 (Translated by Ei Myat Mon)

Shareholders ask Yangon 
government to review dividend 
policy of transport firm

By Nyein Nyein

WITH gold prices sliding in the 
global market and the dollar 
weakening against the Kyat, 
the price of gold in the domes-
tic market is likely to continue 
its decline, said U Myo Myint, 
chairman of the Yangon Gold 
Entrepreneurs Association.

 “The global gold price and 
the dollar exchange rate are cur-
rently on a downward slide. So, 
the price of domestic gold is on 
the decline. The price of gold will 
continue to drop till December. 
Gold price usually declines dur-
ing the months of September, 
October, November, and Decem-
ber,” said U Myo Myint.

In early September, the price 
of pure gold crossed K1,300,000 
per tical in the domestic mar-
ket, and then, it dropped slightly 
to K1,186,000 on 22 November. 
Although the price of gold has 
declined, the sale of gold has not 
been affected much in the local 
gold market, he added.

 “The sale of gold is normal. 
The sale of around 50 viss of gold 
is normal in the Yangon Region 
market,” said U Myo Myint. 

 The domestic gold price is 
positively linked to the global 
gold price. On 22 November, the 
global gold price reached US$467 

per ounce. The dollar exchange 
rate also reached K1,518 per dol-
lar, according to the local gold 
market. 

The domestic gold price has 
remained above K1.2 million per 
tical since 7 August, rising to a 
record high of K1.3 million on 5 
September, said gold business-
men.

With global gold prices on 
the uptick, the domestic price 
has hit fresh highs this year, 
reaching 

K1,000,000 per tical between 
17 January and 21 February, 
crossing K1,100,000 (22 June to 
7 August), climbing to K1,200,000 
(7 August-4 September), and 
then reaching a fresh peak of 
K1,300,000 on 5 September.

The lowest price for gold 
in July was K1,099,000 (1 July) 
and the highest was K1,149,400 
(31 July). In August, the gold 
price touched the lowest level 
of K1,142,000 on 1 August and the 
highest level of K1,260,500 on 29 
August. In September, the price 
moved in the range of K1,223,800 
(14 September) and K1,307,000 
(5 September). Last month, it 
reached a low of K1,211,500 on 1 
October and a high of K1,229,000 
on 10 October, according to gold 
traders. 

 (Translated by Hay Mar)

Domestic gold price likely to fall 

Farmers plant rice seedlings in a paddy field on the outskirts of Yangon.   PHOTO: PHOE KHWAR 
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Yangon University and 

Colonial Era Buildings

S
TUDENTS of Myanmar 
missed chance of pur-
suing higher education 
for many years after the 

country had lost its independ-
ence under the rule of British 
colonialists. In 1920, British es-
tablished the Yangon University.       

After establishing Yangon 
University, its related buildings 
such as the convocation building, 
the library, university hospital, 
Dhammayon, lecture halls and 
student halls emerged as colonial 
era buildings on the campus of 
Yangon University. Later, these 
buildings became historical her-
itages of Yangon University.

Yangon University in the 
history

Among ancient buildings of 
around 100 years old in Yangon 
City, Yangon University has been 
famous as a significant education-
al institution till today.  

Yangon University estab-
lished in Kamayut of Yangon in 
1920 was related to incidents of 
independence struggles in Myan-
mar. During the 100-year period, 
the university turned out so many 
outstanding persons in literature, 
politics and various arenas and 
has been nurturing outstanding 
new generation students.

Before establishment of Yan-
gon University, British opened a 
college in Yangon of Lower My-
anmar, a subordinate of Kolkata 

University. Students from the col-
lege went to Kolkata University 
of India to take the examinations 
for Intermediate of Arts. The uni-
versity education was initiated at 
the Yangon Government High 
School (Now, Latha BEHS No. 
1) by giving lectures at university 
level to those preparing to take 
the aforesaid examination.           

British government trans-
formed Yangon High School into 
Yangon College in 1884-85. The 
Myanmar Education Syndicate 
managed the college headed by 
Mr. J.H. Gilbert as principal. The 
government took responsibilities 
for the Yangon College in 1904, 
then renamed Yangon Govern-
ment College. At that time, an 

American Missionary set up the 
Judson College similar to Yangon 
College. The former was named 
Judson College (Yudathan Col-
lege) in honour of American mis-
sionary Dr. Judson in 1918.

Motivation to recognize 
Yangon College as a separate 
independent university started 
in 1892. Hence, the Legislative 
Council of Myanmar approved 
the bill of Yangon University in 
September 1920 and then the 
Yangon University emerged on 
1 December 1920. In its estab-
lishment, Yangon University was 
formed with University College 
and Judson College. Meanwhile, 
a total of 692 students attended 
the University College and 137 
students, Judson College. The 
first chancellor of Yangon Univer-
sity was Governor of Myanmar 
Sir Reginald Craddock.       

In 1941, as Yangon Universi-
ty managed six colleges namely 
University College, Judson Col-
lege, Medical College, Teacher 
Training College, Agriculture 
College and Mandalay Interme-
diate College, many numbers of 
buildings were extended. Dur-
ing a decade from 1940 to 1950, 
Yangon University was famous 
in Southeast Asia and it was one 
of the best universities in Asia.

Convocation Building
Although the first-ever con-

vocation of Yangon University 
took place on 28 November 1921, 
the cornerstones of the convo-
cation building was laid by the 
University Chancellor on 2 De-
cember 1922. The convocation 
building was the first building on 
the campus of 400-acre Yangon 
University.           

The convocation building 
was created with colonial and 
western European architectural 
works, and the main building was 
in square shape. The convoca-
tion hall was in the centre of the 
building surrounded by double 
theatre stairs.           

Three crescent shape arches 
on the front wing of the building 
became the symbol. A large lion 
statue was kept on either side of 
the front wing. The emblem of the 
Yangon University was created at 
the head band flanked by fabulous 
creature on both sides. 

           
Judson Church           

Chancellor of Yangon Uni-
versity Sir Charles Alexander 
Innes laid cornerstones of Judson 
Church built on Pyay Road on 27 
July 1931. The church aimed to 
host Christian service ceremo-
nies. The church was in design of 

By Maung Tha (Archaeology)

  PHOTO: MAUNG THA (ARCHAEOLOGY)

Convocation Building.   PHOTO: MAUNG THA (ARCHAEOLOGY)

Judson Church.   PHOTO: MAUNG THA (ARCHAEOLOGY)
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the crucifix. A 180-step bell tower 
was constructed on the portico.

Judson Church was 88 feet 
long and 42 feet wide. A main 
building of the church was formed 
with a building on either side. The 
church built of brick and concrete 
is in use till today.

Universities’ Dhammayon
Aletawya Abbot Agga Maha 

Pandita Bhaddanta Kosallab-
hidhaja of Yangon laid corner-
stones for construction of Yangon 
University Dhammayon on 13th 
waxing of Tabaung, 1295 ME, (25 
February 1934), Sunday. It was 
renamed Universities’ Dham-

mayon in 1964.
The Dhammayon in rec-

tangular shape with 140 feet in 
length, 65 feet in width and 22 
feet in height was built in designs 
mixed with west European and 
Myanmar architectural works. 
The building comprising a portico 
and a side building was decorated 
with the tier-roofed structures on 
the roof. A peacock statue was 
kept under the portico while a 
beautiful handicraft was decorat-
ed on the front wing of the main 
building.      

The ladder towards the 
Dhammayon was made of bricks. 
The Dhammayon was installed 
with wooden doors. Although 
the University Dhammayon was 
renovated in 1995, there remain 
original works till today.

Yangon University Library
Sir Harcourt Butler laid cor-

nerstones for Yangon University 
Library in the eastern part of the 
Chancellor Road on 8 December 
1927.  The library came into op-
erations in 1928. Rao Bahadur S 
Ramanatha Reddiar and wives 
donated K 200,000 to the fund of 
the library.

The two-storey library in L 
shape with 130 feet in length and 
42 feet in width stores a large 
number of palm-leave inscrip-
tions and folded papers. Names 

of the donors were listed above 
the entrance. Yangon University 
Library was built of colonial and 
Myanmar architectural works.

Arts and Science Buildings
Two buildings were con-

structed on both sides of the 
Chancellor Road. The arts build-
ing is constructed in the western 
part of the road in 1928 and the 
science building in the eastern 
part in 1931.

The arts building comprised 
the arts hall, four three-storey 
lecture buildings, the adminis-
trative office and the library. The 
square shape three-storey main 

building was 971 feet long and 
48.5 feet wide. The upstairs of the 
main building was installed with 
the hemisphere shape windows.      

The E shape science building 
consisted of the science hall, five 
three-storey lecture buildings and 
offices. The science building was 
in architectural works in early  

20th century, and the main building 
was decorated with hemisphere 
shape arches and circular shape 
concrete windows. 

Yangon University Hospital
University Hospital is of im-

portance in providing health care 
services to staff members and 
students including faculty mem-
bers. University Hospital, south 
of current University Avenue, is 
located at No. 160 on University 
Avenue.

The building of the hospital 
was built by Myanmar architect 
U Tha Tun in 1927-1928. A one-sto-
rey brick building, 103 feet long 

and 42 feet wide was extended in 
1962. The 12-bed facility with 16 
rooms was renamed Universities’ 
Hospital in 1964.

University Post Office and 
Gymnasium

The University Post Office 
located at the junction of Univer-

sity Avenue and Thaton Road was 
built of colonial era works. The 
square shape post office roofed 
with brick tiles was 90 feet long, 
32 feet wide and 13 feet high, 
installed with hemisphere arch 
shape windows. Now, it becomes 
Kamayut Post Office with postal 
code 11041.           

The University Gymnasium 
and Open-air Theatre at the cor-
ner of Thaton Road was built with 
K100,000 contribution of Mr Chan 
Chaw Khaing. It remains colonial 
era works but it is not in use now. 
The building was 107 feet long, 42 
feet wide and 16 feet high. The 
brick floor open-air theatre was 

built behind the gymnasium.

University Halls
As hostels for female and 

male students were built on the 
campus of Yangon University, Ava 
(Inwa), Pinya, Sagaing, Thaton 
and Bago halls were main hos-
tels. The E shape three-storey 
halls were built in 1928. The halls 
with 196 feet in length, 82 feet in 
width and 36 feet in height com-
prised 148 rooms each.

Inya Hall and Thiri Hall were 
constructed on the campus of 
Yangon University in 1928 and 
Shwebo Hall and Dagon Hall in 
1933-1934. All halls were paint-
ed in red colour with brick tiles. 
Two-storey wooden halls namely 
Pyay, Bagan and Tagaung and 
two-storey brick hall Nawade 
were built outside the campus.

Yangon University and Co-
lonial Era Buildings concerning 
Myanmar education and educa-
tional history remain unchanged 
in their original styles of archi-
tectural works till today. In fact, 
preservation of these buildings 
means maintenance of Myanmar 
historical evidences.

Translated by Than Tun Aung
Reference:
Colonial era buildings in Yangon 
Region (Report)

Judson Church.   PHOTO: MAUNG THA (ARCHAEOLOGY)

  PHOTO: MAUNG THA (ARCHAEOLOGY)
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HEAD coach of the Myanmar 
U-22 men’s national football 
team Velizar Popov yesterday 
announced the final list of 22 
players who will compete in 
the 30th South East Asian 
Games.

Two goalkeepers have 
been selected on the squad: 
Sann Satt Naing and Soe 
Arkar. Six defenders have been 
selected on the team — Ye Min 
Thu, Thu Rein Soe, Aung Wun-
na Soe, Ye Yint Aung, Soe Moe 
Kyaw, and Win Moe Kyaw. 

The head coach has cho-
sen 10 midfielders — Lwin Moe 
Aung, Nay Moe Naing, Zin Min 

Tun, Myat Kaung Khant, Aung 
Naing Win, Kaung Htet Soe, 
Soe Lwin Lwin, Htet Phyo Wai, 
Hlaing Bo Bo and Si Thu Aung.

Aung Kaung Mann and 
Win Naing Tun will be the 
forward players on the team, 
while two players —goalkeep-
er Zin Nyi Nyi Aung and mid-
fielder Hein Htet Aung — have 
been selected as reserves. 

Speaking about the se-
lection of players, head coach 
Popov said that he wasn’t too 
happy about some key play-
ers Phone Thitsar Min, Zeyar 
Naing, Naing Htike Zaw, and 
Kyaw Thu Tun being left out 

of the list due to injuries, but 
was hoping the best from the 
remaining players, including 
youth stars Win Naing Tun, 
Lwin Moe Aung, Htet Phyoe 
Wai, and Win Moe Kyaw.

The head coach said that 
Si Thu Aung and Hlaing Bo 
Bo are senior players and he 
believed they would work well 
with the U-22 players.

Team Myanmar will 
leave for the Philippines for 
the men’s football event of the 
SEA Games on 23 November, 
according to the Myanmar 
Football Federation.—Lynn 
Thit (Tgi)

MYANMAR badminton icon Thet 
Htar Thuzar advanced to the sem-
ifinal of the India International 
Challenge 2019 by beating Thai-
land’s Nuntakarn Aimsaard in 
the quarterfinal match, played 
yesterday at the Cricket Club of 
India in Mumbai.

In the crucial quarterfinal, 
Thet Htar Thuzar faced tough 
competition from Nuntakarn 
Aimsaard, but managed to win 
with a 2-1 result: 11-21, 21-18, and 
21-17.

In the Round 2 match at the 
same venue yesterday morning, 

before the quarterfinal, Thet Htar 
Thuzar beat India’s Tanvi Lad 
with a decisive 2-0 result: 21-12 
and 21-15.

Also, in the Round 1 match on 
21 November, Thet Htar Thuzar 
had dominated over India’s Ira 
Sharma to achieve a 2-1 win: 10-21, 
21-9, and 21-10.

The Indian International 
Challenge 2019 is being sponsored 
by the INFOSYS Foundation. The 
tourney started on 20 November, 
and the final matches and the 
awarding ceremony will be held 
on 24 November.—Lynn Thit (Tgi)

Popov selects U-22 players 
for 30th SEA Games 

India International 
Challenge 2019: 
Thet Htar Thuzar 
reaches semifinal 
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MADRIDE —  Zinedine Zidane 
has urged Real Madrid fans to get 
behind Gareth Bale and insists he 
does not believe the Welshman is 
happier playing for his country 
than Real Madrid.

Madrid play Real Sociedad 
at the Santiago Bernabeu on 
Saturday, when Bale is likely to 
feel the frustration of the home 
supporters.

The 30-year-old sparked 
outrage in the Spanish press this 
week after he celebrated Wales’ 
victory over Hungary on Monday 
with a flag from the crowd that 
read: “Wales. Golf. Madrid. In that 
order”.

The slogan has been adopted 

Zidane urges fans to back under-fire Bale
Spain as a slight against Real 
Madrid, particularly after Bale 
played twice for Wales over the in-
ternational break, having missed 
the last six matches for his club 
through injury. But, in a press con-
ference on Friday, Zidane refused 
to criticise Bale. “When you look 
at what he has given to the club 
and the fans, that is what we are 
all here for: for the club.

“Gareth is one of the team 
and the fans have to be behind 
us, always. I will always be behind 
my players. Outside, things can 
happen but inside, we should only 
look at the football.”

While on international duty, 
Bale admitted he feels more ex-

citement representing Wales, 
with teammates he has grown 
up with and who speak the same 
language. Asked if Bale is happier 
playing for his country than his 
club, Zidane said: “I don’t think so, 
maybe it’s better for him with the 
language, but he seemed happy 
when he scored in the Champions 
League final.

“It’s just the language, he 
said it. Inside the dressing room 
here, he’s good.”

Zidane would not comment 
on whether Bale’s celebrations 
were aimed at Real Madrid or 
the media’s criticism of him for 
spending too much time playing 
golf.—AFP

Gareth Bale.   PHOTO:AFP 

by Welsh fans after an interview 
given by former Madrid player 
Pedja Mijatovic to Cadena Ser 

last month, in which he referred 
to those as Bale’s priorities.

It has been interpreted in 


